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Cyprus wargames start 
with Greek participation 

NICOSIA (R) A five-day military exercise started in 
Cyprus on Friday, with some 9,000 reservists taking part, 
army officials said. Greek naval and air forces were due to 
take part in the Greek Cypriot exercise, code-named Niki- 
foros, which will be limited to the southern Greek Cypriot 
areas of the eastern Mediterranean island. Greek Defence 
Minister Aids Tsohatzopoulos, due to arrive in Cyprus on 
Monday, will attend operational phases of the exercise, offi- 
cials said. The annual exercise, with live ammunition, coin- 
cides this year with a Greek Air Force exercise between 
Cyprus and the Greek Aegean island of Rhodes. Cyprus has 
a defence pact with Greece, its closest ally. The island has 
been divided since Turkish forces seized the north in 1974, 
days after a brief Greek -Cypn or coup engineered by the 
military regime ruling Greece at the time. 
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Southern Sudanese rebels 
claim capture of town 

CAIRO (AFP.) — Sudanese rebels said Friday they 
had captured a government garrison town in the south 
of Sudan’s central Kordofan province. The Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), led by John 
Garang, claimed it captured the town of Belinia Sun- 
day. The town is some 600 kilometres from Khar- 
toum. Tbe SPLA said in a statement that more than 20 
government soldiers were killed. There was no inde- 
pendent confirmation of the fighting. Sudan has been 
wracked since 19S3 by a civil war between govern- 
ment forces and southern rebels. The southern rebels 
seek to end the Arab and Muslim north’s domination 
of the Christian and animist south. 
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King leaves 
for London on 
private visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Thurs- 
day left for Britain on a sever- 
al-day private visit to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. Tbe King is 
accompanied by Prince Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Princess Raya 
Beni AI Hussein. HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan was sworn in as 
Regent during the King's 
absence. 

Arafat meets 

Jordanian 

representative 

GAZA (Petra) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat Friday 
received bead of Jordan’s rep- 
resentation office in GaA. 
2ad Majali, and briefed him 
on the latest developments on 
the Palestinian -Israeli track, 
including Mr. Arafat's meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, and the 
outcome of Pakstuiian-Israeli 
committees meetings. 

Abu Zeid off 
to Bahrain, UAE 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein's advi- 
sor Salah Abu Zeid today starts 
a several-day tour to Bahrain 
and die United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to deliver messages 
from King Hussein to the lead- 
ers of the two countries dealing 
with the latest developments of 
the Middle East peace process, 
means of enhancing common 
Arab work and bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Knesset approves 
more funding for 
settlements 

TEL AVIV ( APj — The Knes- 
set Wednesday approved the 
transfer of $860,000 to the 
housing ministry for construc- 
tion in existing Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank, a 
spokesman said. The 
spokesman, Giora Pordes, said 
the parliamentary finance 
comminee also approved a 
similar sum for security of 
Jewish settlers and settlements 
in Arab east Jerusalem. All 
these funds were taken from a 
reserve originally intended for 
mortgages for immigrants 
from Ediiopia, he said. Israel 
says it must allow the natural 
growth of Jewish settlements. 
But the Palestinians, who 
oppose any more building in 
their areas, reject the argument 
as a cover for plans to bring 
more Israelis into tbe West 
Bank. 

Palestinians, 

Israeli troops 
dash near Hebron 
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TEL AVTV (Ri — About 20 
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Palestinian vendors clashed 
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with Israeli troops who came 
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to demolish their produce 


stalls near (he West Bank town 


of Hebron Thursday, witnesses 


said. They said the soldiers 


came to the town of Halhoul 

Vm' ' 

with bulldozers to wreck five 
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tented srnlls that Israel says 
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were erected illegally. The 


vendors, mainly elderly men 


and women, tried to prevent 
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the demob' don. throwing 
stones at soldiers and con- 
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fronting them with metal bars. 


witnesses said. Soldiers 
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responded with force, beating 
and arresting several of the 

vendors. 
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M1NYA (AFP) — A farmer 
was killed and another wound- 
ed Thursday by an explosive 
dev ice they' found in a field in 
southern Egypt, police sources 
said. Police said the explosive 
had been planted at AJ 
Mah rassa village in Mmva 
province during the fighting 
between security services and 
Islamists which has rocked 
the region in receni years. 


440 electoral candidates register on first 
day; banners decorate streets of Jordan 

Crown Prince calls for reason, objectivity and 
positivism to prevail in November 4 elections 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, stressed 
Friday that reason, objectivity 
and positivism should prevail 
in the coming parliamentary 
elections and railed on all citi- 
zens to shoulder their national 
responsibility and participate 
in die polls as His Majesty 
King Hussein has wished. 

In a statement to journalists 
following a visit to the Min- 
istry of Interior. Prince Hassan 
said that the holding of the 
elections for the 13 th Parlia- 
ment shows that Jordan is pro- 
ceeding with clear steps 
towards building more democ- 
racy'. 

*T congratulate all Jordanians 
on (their exercise of) this 
responsible freedom," the 
Regent said after die visit 
which came at the beginning of 
the official period for the regis- 
tration of candidates. 

The Crown Prince noted that 
elections for the 13th Parlia- 
ment is “a continuation of a 
dear march to us. and a com- 
mitment by all officials to 
shoulder their responsibilities 
in providing a climate that will 
enable citizens to exercise their 
constitutional right and nation- 
al duty" to vote and run for 
election. 

Prince Hassan noted the 
efforts made by the Ministry of 
In ten or and other concerned 
departments to ensure the 
highest degree of efficiency 
and integrity in the forthcom- 
ing polls. 

Prince Hassan met at the 
ministry with Deputy Prime 
Minister for Services Affairs 
and Minister of Administrative 
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Jordanians woke up Friday to find banners carrying election slogans hung on 
street poles all over the Kingdom. Yesterday was the official start of electoral 
campaigns whereas candidates will be hanging more banners, posters and dis- 
tributing their campaign programmes and business cards until elections day, 
Nov. 4 (Photo by Ran a Hussemi) 


Development Abdullah Ensour 
and Interior Minister Nathir 
Rashid and discussed with 
them the steps taken by the 
government to ensure smooth 
elections. 

Meanwhile, a total of 440 
candidates, including 13 
women registered as* candi- 
dates for the Nov. 4th elections 
on the first day of the three-day 
Domination period. Also Fri- 
day the first banners appeared 
in all towns in the Kingdom. 

In the 1993 parliamentary 
elections, a total of 559, includ- 


ing three women registered for 
the elections of the 1 2th Parlia- 
ment. 

Fallowing is a breakdown of 
the number of candidates reg- 
istered for the upoomming 
elections on the first day of the 
nomination period per district: 
First District 19 candidates; 
Second District: 14 candidates; 
Third District 14 candidates; 
Fourth District J I candidates; 
Fifth District 32 candidates; 
Central Bedouin: 17 candi- 
dates; Irbid District 47 candi- 
dates; Koura and North Jordan 


Valley District 23 candidates; 
Ram (ha and Bani Kan ana Dis- 
trict 1 3 candidates; Zarqa Dis- 
trict 30 candidates; Balqa Dis- 
trict 43 candidates: Karak Dis- 
trict 32 candidates; Madaba 
District 21 candidates; Ma’an 
District 14 candidates; South 
Bedouin District 14 candi- 
dates; Tafileh District 14 can- 
didates; North Bedouin Dis- 
trict 14 candidates; Ajloun 
District 30 candidates; Mafraq 
District 15 candidates; Jerash 
District 16 candidates; Aqaba 
District 7 candidates. 


Levy placates Canada with apology; 

weighing decision to resign position 

I’ve had it with this man — Israeli FM 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

CANADIAN FOREIGN 
Minister Lloyd A\ worthy said 
Friday he has received assur- 
ances from his Israeli counter- 
part. David Levy, that Canadi- 
an passports would no longer 
be used by Israel’s secret ser- 
vice. 

In the letter. Foreign Minis- 
ter Levy apologised “for the 
fact that any misuse of our 
passports may have caused 
inconvenience or any prob- 
lems of safety for any Canadi- 
an citizens.’’ Mr. Axworthy 
said 

"Israel will now undertake 
measures to ensure it never 
happens again," Mr. Axworthy 
said. 

Mr. Axworthy, in another 
statement, said that it was 
sending its ambassador back to 
Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Levy had drawn up a 
document intended to calm 
Canada’s outrage over tbe use 
of its passports by Mossad 
agents in the bungled assassi- 
nation attempt against Hamas 
politburo chief Khaled 
Misha’al in the Jordanian cap- 
ital. Amman, on Sept 25, a 
ministry spokesman said Fri- 
day. 

‘It is connected to the prob- 
lems on the issue of the use of 
the Canadian passports. It is a 

document that is acceptable to 
both sides and we hope it ran 
solve the problems,” 
spokesman Aviv Shir-On told 
Reuters. 

The Canadian government 
had recalled its ambassador, 
David Berger, from Israel and 
Mr Axworthy said Tuesday 
that Mr. Berger would not 


return until Israel gave an 
assurance it would stop using 
Canadian passports in Mossad 
operations. 

Mr. Levy said Thursday that 
he may resign because of his 
troubled relations with Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, and suggested his 
health had suffered because of 
the tension with the premier. 

Mr. Levy told Israel Radio 
be was not consulted about the 
decision to order Israeli agents 
to assassinate Hamas chief 
Misha’ ai, and that he would 
have opposed the plan. 

The botched Sept. 25 attack 
on the Hamas leader only 
strengthened Hamas and dam- 
aged Israel’s international 
standing and its relations with 
Jordan, Mr. Levy said 

"The damage is definitely 
grave- to everything,” Mr. 
Levy said. Asked about the 
chances that he might resign, 
he replied, “about 50-50.” 

Foreign Minister Levy's 
relations with the premier have 
been rocky since the govern- 
ment was formed, and Mr. 
Netanyahu and his aides have 
kept Mr. Levy and the Foreign 
Ministry on the margins of 
policymaking. 

Mr. Levy, who was hospi- 
talised Tuesday night with 
chest pains, said his condition 
was caused by overwork, bur 
admitted that it was aggravated 
by his anger at Mr. Netanyahu. 

“T have no doubt.” he said 
when asked about this. 

Media reports said Mr. Levy 
almost refused to receive Mr. 
Netanyahu when he visited 
him at the hospital in Alula. 
The reports quoted Mr. Levy 
as saying, *Tve had it with this 
man.” 


Netanyahu releases 
rest of tax revenues 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELIS AND Palestini- 
ans got on with committee- 
level peace talks in a 
changed landscape on 
Thursday after several days 
of turbulence that have ral- 
lied both Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat 

Both sides spoke of an 
improved atmosphere for 
future progress after an 
impromptu summit in the 
small hours of Wednesday 
sparked by the fallout of a 
bungled Israeli bid to liqui- 
date a top Hamas leader in 
tbe Jordanian capital, 
Amman. 

“It may be that the devel- 
opments of the last few 
days have been so troubling 
and so difficult that it has 
gotten the attention of both 
sides and clarified the 
necessity of talking to each 
other and getting this peace 
process back on track. I 
hope that is what hap- 
pened," U.S. President Bill 
Clinton said in Washington. 

President Clinton’s envoy 
Dennis Ross, who helped to 
arrange the first Israeli- 
Palestinian summit in eight 
months, headed home pro- 
claiming a “ new begin- 
ning" in the peace process, 
despite the fact that neither 
Mr. Netanyahu nor Mr. 


Arafat gave a hint of any 
material progress. 

In an apparent result of 
the summit, Israel has 
agreed to release millions 
of dollars in funds owed to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) as the first 
signs of an improved 
atmosphere emerged 
Thursday. 

But while Wednesday's 
predawn summit between 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat produced confi- 
dence-building measures, 
the main track of the peace 
process remained dead- 
locked. 

Mr. Netanyahu agreed 
during the summit to 
release all tax revenues he 
had ordered to be withheld 
in early August from the 
cash-strapped PNA, Nabil 
Shaath said. 

Israel said Thursday it 
would transfer $48 million 
“within the next few days,” 
Mr. Shaath told AFP. The 
PNA has also asked that 
Israel pay an unspecified 
amount in interest. 

In another gesture, the 
Israeli army announced it 
had further eased its clo- 
sure of the PNA territories, 
to allow around 20,000 
more Palestinians to enter 
Israel for work. 


Iraq has 184 operational 
fighter jets — Pentagon 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States is taking 
steps to ensure Iraq, with 
1 84 operational fighter jets 
at its disposal, stays out of 
the “no-fly" zone in south- 
ern Iraq, the Pentagon said 
Thursday. 

Spokesman Kenneth 
Bacon said planes overfly- 
ing the zone would hence- 
forth move up to the 33rd 
Parallel 50 kilometres 
south of the capital Bagh- 
dad, and the number of sur- 
veillance flights would be 
increased. 

Mr. Bacon, who conceded 
there had been no Iraqi vio- 
lations of the “no-fly zone" 
within the last 24 hours, did 
not give figures for the 
increased monitoring of the 
region. 

Additionally, Mr. Bacon 
said, the United States was 
bolstering the aircraft carri- 
er Nimitz, now on its way 
to the Gulf, with two B-l 
bomber planes and two 
warships capable of firing 
Tomahawk missiles. 

Mr. Bacon pointed out 
that the Nimitz was leading 


a convoy of U.S. Navy ves- 
sels that included two more 
warships, a destroyer, a 
frigate and an attack sub- 
marine. 

The southern “no-fly 
zone” was set up after the 
1991 Gulf war to stem an 
offensive by Iraqi troops 
against Shiite opposition 
forces in the south of the 
country. 

A similar exclusion zone 
was established in the Kur- 
dish region in the north. 

Last year, Washington 
pushed the “no-fly 1 zone" 
further north, from the 
32nd to the 33rd Parallel, in 
a move supported by 
Britain but not France. 

Meanwhile, State Depart- 
ment spokesman James 
Rubin said U.S. diplomats 
were working with UJ'T. 
Security Council members 
“to try to make sure that we 
do keep tbe pressure on 
Iraq." 

“We will be working with 
our colleagues on the Secu- 
rity Council to make sure 
the strongest possible mes- 
sage is sent to Iraq: that if 


they don’t comply with 
these requirements, they are 
never going to have the 
sanctions lifted, and they 
will never be able to rejoin 
the community of 

nations," Mr. Rubin said. 

Mr. Rubin criticised Iraqi 
violations of the “no-fly 
zone" (nit pointed out that 
the U.N. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) in charge 
of disarming Iraq released a 
report Monday stating that 
Baghdad has made no 
effort to get rid of its bio- 
logical weapons and “con- 
tinues to prevent the UJ*J. 
team from doing its job." 

The Security Council is 
due to discuss the report on 
Oct 16 when it will decide 
whether to renew seven- 
year-old sanctions against 
Iraq. 

An oil embargo under the 
U.N. sanctions, which have 
been in force since Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM certifies that 
Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction have been 
eliminated. 


Rashid denies Israeli embassy 
bombed by Molotov on Thursday 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special la the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid on Fri- 
day denied that two Molotov 
bombs were thrown at the 
Israeli embassy on Thursday 
evening and said that police 
found no bombs near the 
mission’s building in the 
Rabia neighbourhood. 

"These are merely fabricat- 
ed news and nothing but 
rumours," Mr Rashid said. 
“The director of Public Secu- 
rity Department lead a police 
force to the scene and found 
nothing at all. 

“No bombs and no arrests." 

The minister said that tight 
security arrangements are 
imposed around the embassy 
and “there was no chance that 
such an attack could take 
place.” 

The minister was respond- 
ing to media reports that two 
Molotov cocktail bombs 
were found near the embassy 
on Thursday. 

Tbe Israeli embassy 
spokesperson, Roey Gil ad 


said that tbe bombs were 
found “100 metres away 
from the embassy” on Thurs- 
day. 

“I guess they [the perpetra- 
tors] were targeting the 
embassy but they were not 
professionals,” Mr. Gilad told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

“It is a very minor incident. 
We are very happy with the 
support of police who reacted 
very fast,” said the spokesper- 
son, adding that he does not 
know whether anybody was 
arrested in connection with 
the alleged incident. 

The alleged incident is tbe 
second reported attack 
against Israelis in Amman in 
less than a month. 

Last month, two Israeli 
embassy employees were 
attacked by unidentified per- 
sons. who have not been 
arrested so far. 

Thursday's alleged incident 
follows an assassination 
attempt against Khaled 
Misha’al, the chief of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, political 
bureau by two Israeli Mossad 


agents. 

Meanwhile, Agence Prance 
Presse reported from Israel 
that Jordan has expelled all 
agents from Israel’s Mossad 
intelligence service in 
Amman in retaliation for the 
agency's attempt to assassi- 
nate Mr Misha’al. 

The agency, quoting the 
Hebrew daily, Maariv, said 
that His Majesty King Hus- 
sein ordered all agents in the 
Mossad office expelled and 
cooperation with {he Israeli 
intelligence cul 

The bead of the Mossad 
mission and his agents have 
returned home “on the 
express orders of King Hus- 
sein” even though Israel says 
they were not involved in the 
SepL 25 attempt to kill Mr. 
Misha’al Israel army radio 
said. 

The report was dismissed 
as baseless by an adviser to 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and by Jordanian 
government officials who 
said the Kingdom was not 
aware of any Israeli intelli- 
gence mission in Jordan. 


Iraq calls on United Nations 
to speed oil pipeline parts deal 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Iraq’s foreign minister 
has called on Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan to look 
into the slow approval of 
the purchase of spare parts 
for the Kirkuk- to- Yiimurta- 
lik pipeline. 

In a letter released Friday, 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Sahhaf 
also asked Mr. Annan to 
investigate delays on 
humanitarian aid contracts 
imposed by the United 
States in the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee. 

Mr. Sahhaf sent his letter 
to Mr. Annan on Monday, 
two days before the com- 
mittee agreed to sell the 
parts to Turkey for the 
pipeline that is to carry 
about 56 per cent of the oti 
sold in the current six- 
month phase of the Iraq oil- 
for-food sale. 

The committee’s decision 
was contingent on the out- 
come U.S.-Turkey negotia- 
tions, which have not been 
completed. 

A Turkish official said the 


U.S. has not agreed to the 
sale of four-wheel vehicles 
and minivans used to patrol 
the pipeline, which brings 
oil to the Turkish port of 
Ceyhan. 

Also, Washington has 
balked at allowing parts for 
the one of the two parallel 
pipelines. Oil is now flow- 
ing in a 40-inch pipeline 
and the U.S. will allow 
purchase of parts for it, the 
Turkish official said on 
condition he not be named. 

However, there is also a 
46-inch pipeline that has 
not been used since 1990. 
For now, the Turkish offi- 
cial said, the Americans 
will not allow the U.N. to 
give money to Turkey for 
parts on this larger pipeline. 

The official, based at the 
Turkish mission to the U.N. 
in New York, said he had 
not yet heard whether 
Ankara will approve the 
limited spare parts package. 
But he suggested thar 
Ankara would. 

“They won’t like it proba- 
bly but they will probably 


not oppose it," he said. 
“We should be satisfied for 
the time being.” 

Iraqi officials have 
warned that oil flow may be 
interrupted if the spare 
parts are not delivered 
soon. But U.S. officials said 
there is no real hurry and 
that parts to m aintain the 
pipeline are on hand in 
Turkey and Iraq. 

U.S. officials say that 
they do not want to enhance 
the long-term infrastructure 
of Iraq or approve sale of 
parts that may be used for 
other things. But they will 
allow parts to ensure steady 
flow of oil in the oil-for- 
food sale. 

Turkey requested about 
$3.5 million for spare parts 
and vehicles to maintain the 
pipeline. The Turkish offi- 
cial said he was unsure the 
value of the package less 
the portions on which the 
Americans have balked. 

Turkey is responsible for 
maintaining the pipeline in 
Turkey and Iraq. 
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Arafat cabinet calls for unity with Hamas 
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RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) cabinet 
welcomed Thursday the 
return of Hamas founder 
and spiritual leader, Sheikh 
Ahm ad Yassin, to the Gaza 
Strip, calling for unity with 
the Islamist group, WAFA, 
the Palestinian news ser- 
vice reported. 

“The Palestinian leader- 
ship welcomes Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin to Gaza." 
read a release after a meet- 
ing of the PNA cabinet in 
the West Bank city of 
Ram all ah. 


‘This is a special step 
toward national unity and 
the aim to achieve a Pales- 
tinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital. We call for 
more awareness of the 
enemy that does not want 
unity.” the statement added. 

Hamas politburo chief 
Khaled Misha’ al, who sur- 
vived an Israeli assassina- 
tion attempt, in Jordan, 
urged President Arafat 
Thursday to work together 
with Hamas, witnesses said 
in Gaza. 

In a publicly broadcast 
telephone call to Sheikh 


‘Israel sent message 
to Syria via France’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
recently sent a message via 
France to Syrian leader 
Hafez Assad seeking a 
resumption of long-sus- 
pended peace talks, the 
Israeli newspaper Yediot 
Ahronot reported Thurs- 
day. 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s diplomatic 
advisor Uzi Arad transmit- 
ted the message to Mr. 
Assad in a meeting in Paris 
with Dominique de 
Villepin, secretary general 
at die Elysee Presidential 
Palace. 

The message was the lat- 
est in a series of feelers 
sent by the right-wing 
Israeli government in an 
effort to revive peace talks 


with Syria suspended since 
February 1996. 

Syria has said it will only 
resume negotiations at the 
point they left off under 
Israel's former, dovish 
Labour government — 
with an agreement in prin- 
ciple that Israel will return 
the occupied Golan 
Heights in exchange for 
full peace. 

Since coming to power in 
June 1996. Mr. Netanyahu 
has refused to be tied to 
unwritten understandings 
reached under Labour, but 
he reportedly has shown a 
willingness recently to dis- 
cuss some territorial con- 
cessions on the disputed 
plateau. 

Israel has occupied the 
Golan Heights since the 
1967 Israeli- Arab war. 


Red Cross negotiating over 
Israelis killed in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AP) — Jean- 
Jacques Fresard. the 
Beirut delegate of the 
International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
said Thursday it could 
take months to complete 
negotiations over the 
remains at Israeli soldiers 
killed last month in 
Lebanon. 

He made the comment 
after meeting with Prime 
Minister Ram: Hariri. 

Mr. Fresard said he 
would carry a message 
from the prime minister 
on the issue to Israel. He 
declined* to disclose its 
contents. 

He suggested there had 
been ■ some progress 
“despite the presence of 
problems and difficulties 
along the way.” He did not 
elaborate. 

Eleven Israeli soldiers 
were killed in a botched 
raid in Lebanon on Sept. 
5. A 12th soldier is miss- 
ing and presumed dead. 

The retreating Israelis 
took most of the dead and 
wounded with them. 

But Hizbollah guerrillas 
displayed body parts sev- 


eral hours after the attack. 
Others are believed in the 
hands of another resis- 
tance group, Amal, as well 
as the Lebanese army. 

The resistance groups 
are believed to want to 
swap the body parts for 
the remains of Lebanese 
fighters or Lebanese held 
in Israeli jails. 

In Judaism, giving the 
dead a proper burial is 
regarded as very impor- 
tant In the past Israel has 
gone to great lengths to 
recover the bodies of fall- 
en soldiers and, in some 
cases, has exchanged Arab 
prisoners for the remains. 

Last year, Hizbollah 
traded the remains of two 
Israeli soldiers for 45 
Lebanese detainees held 
by Israel and its allies in 
southern Lebanon. 

Hizbollah leads a guer- 
rilla campaign to try to 
force Israel out of south- 
ern Lebanon, where the 
Jewish state has set up a 
self-declared “security 
zone” to protect its north- 
ern settlements from 
cross-border raids. 


Yassin, Mr. Misha’ al 

appealed for Mr. Arafat to 
strengthen the Palestinian 
people. 

“From here 1 send a sin- 
cere call to my brother Abu 
Ammar [President Arafat’s 
nom de gueree] to work 
together to create order in 
the Palestinian house,” Mr. 
Misha’ al told Sheikh Yassin 
who broadcast the tele- 
phone conversation from 
his Gaza home via loud- 
speakers. 

Sheikh Yassin was freed 
from an Israeli prison this 
week in an Israeli- Jordan- 


ian deal which included the 
release of two Israeli agents 
arrested in Jordan for the 
SepL 25 assassination 
attempt in Amman. 

Another Hamas leader in 
Jordan, Mousa Abu Mar- 
zouq. told Sheikh Yassin 
that Hamas would work 
with Mr. Arafat against 
Israel. 

“Hamas does not make a 
conspiracy against the peo- 
ple,” Mr. Abu Maraouq 
said “We have no lust for 
power. We will do every- 
thing to strengthen the 
unity of our people.” 


Poll says Netanyahu 
more popular after 
assassination fiasco 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Despite sharp press 
and opposition criticism, 
Israeli Rime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
climbed in popularity since 
the botched bit by Mossad 
nop-nre on a Hamas leader in 
Amman, a poll said Friday. 

Thirty-nine per cent of 
Israeli-Jews said they would 
vote for Mr. Netanyahu if 
elections were held today, up 
from 34 per cent in August, 
according to the poll by the 
Gallup organisation published 
in the Israeli newspaper 
Maariv. 

Opposition Labour Party 
chief Ehud Barak was only a 
point ahead of Mr. Netanyahu 
with 40 per cent of respon- 
dents saying they would vote 
for him, down from 41 per 
cent in August 

Fourteen per cent said they 
supported neither man while 
the remaining seven per cent 
had no opinion, said die poll, 
which interviewed 500 Israeli 
Jews with a margin of error of 
4.5 per cent Mr Netanyahu 
has taken his traditional attack 
stance since coming under 
intense criticism from the 
press and opposition over the 
botched attempt by 1 his 
Mossad spy agency to assas- 


sinate Hamas politburo chief 
Khaled Misha’ al in Amman 
cm Sept 25. 

He lasbed our at press criti- 
cism. accusing journalists of 
“telling lies” about him, and 
defended the assassination 
attempt by saying Israel must 
“fight terrorism” without 
mercy, a popular theme 
among Israelis. 

Mr. Netanyahu's cabinet 
secretary Danny Naveh 
admitted reports that Mr. 
Netanyahu's American “spin 
doctor' 1 Arthur Finkel stein 
had visited Israel amid die 
uproar over the Jordan fiasco, 
the Haaretz newspaper report- 
ed. But Mr. Naveh denied that 
Mr. Finkelsrein, who 
designed the “peace with 
security” campaign that won 
Ml Netanyahu the 1 996 elec- 
tions, had come in connection 
with the political fallout from 
the scandal 

Former Labour Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres called on 
Ml Netanyahu to resign over 
the Amman fiasco, which 
damaged relations with Jor- 
dan. 'Ml Netanyahu has 
rejected calls be step down 
and created a “clarification 
committee" to investigate the 
assassination bid. 



CHE GUEVARA REMEMBERED; Renowned Lebanese artist Ziad Rahbani performs in Beirut Friday to mark 
the 30th anniversary of Argentine revolutionary Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara’s death. Lebanese Cbe Guevara sup- 
porters held a musical concert and handed out his posters in Beirut’s Verdun street Thursday. Che Guevara was 
captured and killed by Bolivian troops on October 8, 1967, while leading an abortive guerrilla uprising there. 
Che Guevara’s remains were unearthed from a secret mass grave in July and returned to Cuba, and will be on 
public display in Havana's Revolutionary Square on Friday (Reuters photo) 

Israel and Canada cooperate closely on security 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
and Canadian intelligence 
agents have been cooperat- 
ing closely and met shortly 
before the Mossad's 
botched assassination of an 
Islamist leader in Amman, 
the Jerusalem Post daily 
said Friday. 

Canada has reacted angri- 
ly in public to the Mossad's 
use of Canadian passports in 
the failed attack, and last 
week recalled its ambas- 
sador to Israel. 

Normal Spector, a former 
Canadian ambassador ro 
Israel and the publisher of 
the Post, said the Canadian 
government is in fart trying 
to hush up the close ties 
between Israel's Mossad 


and the Canadian security 
and intelligence service. 

“Our government will not 
even confirm that CS1S, 
despite a mandate restricted 
to domestic intelligence 
gathering, has an agent post- 
ed in Tel Aviv and is in reg- 
ular contact with Mossad 
and Shabak [general securi- 
ty service] at both the oper- 
ational and senior levels,” 
Mr. Specter wrote in the 
Toronto Globe and Mail. 

“Much less does it wish to 
discuss the extent of cooper- 
ation between intelligence 
services, which goes well 
beyond information sharing 
to include operations wor- 
thy of a James - Bond 
Thriller,” Mr. Spector 


wrote. 

Parts of the column were 
reprinted in the Jerusalem 
Post Friday. 

The Post said Israeli and 
Canadian agents met in 
Vancouver shortly before 
the Mossad's failed Sept 25 
assassination of Hamas 
politburo chief Khalid 
Misha' al in Amman. 

In his column, Mr. Spector 
also referred to “a Mossad- 
CSIS meeting that took 
place on the eve of the 
assassination attempt” 

A spokesman at the Cana- 
dian embassy in Tel Aviv. 
David Viveash. said Friday 
he did not know of a meet- 
ing of security officials in 
Vancouver: 


Mr. Viveash said Israeli 
and Canadian diplomats 
met in Ottawa on Sept. 22 
and 23, but that they dis- 
cussed foreign policy, not 
intelligence matters. 

An Israeli security offi- 
cial, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, confirmed 
that Canadian and Israeli 
intelligence have close rela- 
tions. For example, he said, 
the two countries have 
exchanged information on 
Canada's large Lebanese 
community. 

“At this moment, with the 
Canadian ambassador hav- 
ing been recalled, the coor- 
dination has been min- 
imised.” the official told the 
.Associated Press. 


The comeback of Ariel Sharon , champion of Israel’s far-right 


By Marius Schattner 

AFP 

TEL AVIV — Ariel Sharon, the 
champion of Israel’s far-right, has 
made a dramatic comeback from the 
political hinterland as the fireman 
called in to douse the flames of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s biggest political and 
diplomatic blunders. 

Mr. Sharon’s growing influence 
became apparent this week when 
Mr. Netanyahu paid a vibrant 
homage to the portly politician’s 
central role in defusing a crisis 
sparked by Israel’s botched attempt 
to kill a Palestinian leader in Jordan. 

Just 17 months ago Mr. 
Netanyahu fiercely resisted pressure 
to bring Ml Sharon into his new 
government and ultimately gave 
him an ostensibly technical post as 
infrastructure minis ter. 


During a cabinet reshuffle earlier 
this year, Mr. Netanyahu again 
balked at demands Mr. Sharon be 
given the powerful finance minis- 
ter’s portfolio. 

But as the crisis in Israeli-Arab 
relations deepened and criticism of 
his governing style mounted even in 
his own camp. Ml Netanyahu 
turned increasingly for counsel and 
support to the outspoken ex-general. 

In a sign that he had finally 
entered the inner circle. Ml Sharon 
was recently given a special tele- 
phone, equipped with a high-tech 
scrambler; Unking his ranch in 
southern Israel directly to the prime 
minister’s office. 

Previously only Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and Foreign 
Minister David Levy had such “hot- 
line” access to Mr. Netanyahu. 

Accounts in the Israeli media of 
the fiasco caused by the botched 


Israeli attempt to murder a Hamas 
official in Amman said Ml Sharon 
played a central role in calming the 
fury of King Hussein over the inci- 
dent 

The Jordanian monarch was so 
mistrustful of Mr. Netanyahu that he 
refused to even speak by telephone 
with the Israeli leader during the cri- 
sis, turning instead to Mr. Sharon 
whom be considers a man of his 
word, according to Israeli press 
reports. 

The peacemaking role is an aston- 
ishing turnaround for the storied 
hawk and former defence minister 
who ordered Israeli troops into 
Lebanon in 1982 and then bad to 
resign over the massacre of Pales- 
tinians in Beirut's Sabra and Shatila 
refugee camps. 

Back in office under a subsequent 
right-wing government Mr. Sharon 
spearheaded the drive to settle Jews 


in the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, a legacy which remains possi- 
bly the biggest single obstacle to the 
struggling Israeli-PaJestinian peace 
process. 

But the energetic politician also 
has die talent of pragmatism and a 
reputation for “getting the job done” 
that even his fiercest left-wing crit- 
ics acknowledge. 

Once vilified by Jordan for sug- 
gesting that Palestinians should take 
over the neighbouring country. Ml 
S haron has now made Israeli-Jor- 
danian economic cooperation a top 
priority in his role as infrastructure 
minister. 

On the domestic scene where Mr. 
Netanyahu’s style of governing is 
increasingly contested on both the 
left and die right. Ml Sharon is an 
essential ally due to his popularity 
among the rank and file in the two 
men’s Likud Party and strong links 


both to settlers and the religious 
right 

Ml Sharon is also considered a 
gifted military strategist and was 
consulted constantly by Ml 
N etanyahu following the recent 
series of Palestinian suicide attacks 
which killed 21 Israelis in Jerusalem 
and plunged relations with President 
Yasser Arafat. 

Paradoxically it is Ml Sharon’s 
credentials as a pro-settlement hawk 
which make him a potential key ally 
in efforts to break the impasse in the 
peace process with the Palestinians. 

In 1982 he helped obtain the evac- 
uation of Jewish settlements in the 
Sinai in fulfillment of Israel’s 1979 
peace treaty with Egypt and could 
play a similar role in convincing the 
right to accept the loss of West Bank 
territory in a final status agreement 
with the Palestinians. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
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15:00.. 


16:00 
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17.-00 
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- -Beakroan’s World 

19:00 


19:30 


19:35 


2(h00 

20-J0 

— . — — Tbe Newly Weds 
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2339. 
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PRAYER TIMES 
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05-31 


11:22... 

14:40. 

Dhuhr 
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18:30.- 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifich, Tel. 810740 
Assembles of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624591) 
Church of the Annnnkation 
Tel 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Saucta Church Tel 

622366 


Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
toAmmanTel.811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 
614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
dropping slightly and humidity 
rising. Clouds will appear at 
different altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be fair, winds 


northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Mhu/Max. temp., 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba 22/31 

Deserts 15/30 

Jordan Valley 21/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30 Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per ceint, 
Aqaba 40 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De M nkhl esMazahrafa .820425 
Dr. WissamHzayyin — 748563 
Dl Muirfber Al Qrairi -779959 
De Abdul HatE'Ihyyim — 6201 15 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
Al Asema pharmacy — 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 
Al Salam pharmacy -...636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .-637660 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De Ghazi 'Ih’amneh ... 250080 

Al Qods pharmacy — .(— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safartai 


987565 

KhaBfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre — 637111 
Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Oil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade — .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pofice - — 843402 

Traffic Police . 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Monidpafity Com- 
plaints .................. .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance! ...... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -.623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority - — -..-680100 
Jordan Electricity Authority 


815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity, J. Amo 

644281/6 

AkOeh Maternity, J. Amn, 

-642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

- -.—..-.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .—..845845 
AFMnasher HospitaL667227$ 
The Islamic, AbdaD 666126-37 
AJ-Ahii, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 

1 777101/3 

AI-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 L/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

Hie Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


J 09 >983323 

National Hospital 


- — —<09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital —(,09)986732 
AJ Hikam Modern Hospital 
.... . .(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

.102)275555 

Greek 

Cathode Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 

-...(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 -Damascus (RJ) 

09-J0 New Delhi (RJ) 


-Beirut (RJ) 

.Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

— Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

New Yrxk. Amsterdam 


—...Cairo (RJ) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

- — - Paris (RJ) 

— Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:10 Jakarta (GA) 

06:05 .J-ondon. Damascus (BA) 

1L00 JRiyadhiSV) 

12:10 . .Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14=05 Vienna (OS) 

15 JO Dubai (EK) 

16:00 - - .Doha (QR) 

17:25 — Amalia (TK) 

19:10 — London (GA) 

20:10 ...—J^aris, Damascus (AF) 

21:15 — .Cairo (MS) 

22:25 — ffeiiut (ME) 

22:45 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:15 — -London (BA) 

02:00 — Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings <RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 — ..Beirut (RJ) 

07:00....- — Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

11:40 Amsterdam, New York 


(RJ) 

12:00 —Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:05. .Brussels. Amsterdam |RJ1 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:05 .London (RJ) 

20:10._Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 -Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:50 -.Bombay®!) 

21:00 -.Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 
23:59 ....Aqaba. Paris (add) (RJ» 

Other Flights 

03:00 - .-Rome(AZ) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

05:50 Lamaca(CY) 

06:10 — -JUondoo(GA) 

06:55 London (BA) 

07:10 .Damascus, London (BAJ 
13:00 Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GF) 

13:30 Riyadh (SV) 

45:50 Vienna 10$) 

16:45 Dubai 

16:50 -JJahalQB) 

18:25 - Antrim C®> 

20:10 Jakarta 

22:15 Cairo 

ZLS5 .. r . -Damascus. Paris 
23:25 -.BdraLAmstetdaroW 

03:00 — 

03:00 Adw»^; 

, 

Royal Wings (RW) r Zsjy. 
(No flights on Saturday) 
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PRINCESS BASMA ATTENDS BAZAAR: Her Royal Highness Princess Basina 
Thursday inspects some of the items displayed at a bazaar organised by the diplo- 
matic missions in Amman at AJ Hussein Youth City. On display were handicrafts, 
food, and different products from the 50 countries taking part in the annual event 
whose proceeds benefit the Mabarrat (Orphanage) Urn AI Hussein, which was 
established by the late Queen Zein, the Qneen Mother, in 1951 (Petra photo) 


Prince Faisal celebrates 34th birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Faisal Ben AJ Hus- 
sein Saturday celebrated 
his 34th birthday. 

Bom Oct. 11. 1963, he 
received his elementary 
education at the Islamic 
College in Amman and in 
the UK. 

In 1971, Prince Faisal 
went to the United States, 
where he completed his 
secondary education in the 
state of Massachusetts and 
in the capital Washington. 
D.C. 

In 1981 he enrolled at 
Brown University in the 
U.S.. where, in 1985. he 
obtained a bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in electrical 
engineering. 

He simultaneously 
obtained training as a pilot 
and received his wings in 
1982. later joining" the 
Royal Jordanian Airforce 
to train in helicopter nagi- 



vation. 

The Prince then returned 
to the U.K., where he stud- 
ied at Cornwall Academy 
and was presented six 
awards for excellent per- 
formance. 

Subsequently, he trained 
on fighter planes. 

At present Prince Faisal 


is preparing for his mas- 
ters degree in public 
administration from Eng- 
land. 

The Prince, who is 
ranked as lieutenam- 
colonel in the airforce, is 
commander of the Sixth 
Royal Squadron and presi- 
dent of several clubs, 
including the Royal Glid- 
ers Club and the Golf 
Club. 

Prince Faisal is involved 
in several sports and cul- 
tural activities and has 
represented Jordan in 
numerous international 
functions. 

He is married to Princess 
Alia, daughter of the late 
Jordanian businessman 
Tawfiq Tabbaa, and couple 
has four children. Princess 
Ava, Prince Omar. 
Princess Sara. and 
Princess Aysheh. 


Funding for unemployment 
study approved after delay 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The reported 
controversy involving the 
finance and publication of 
an unemployment study 
conducted by the Centre 
for Strategic Studies (CSS) 
at the University of Jordan 
ended this week with the 
minister of planning 
approving the allocation of 
the promised money. 

The study, which was 
completed in 24 days, 
began in December of last 
year and was approved by 
former Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabarid and 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf, who also agreed to 
allocate JD43.550 to 
finance the study. 

The study, which used a 
sample of 6,000 families, 
e xamin ed different issues 
relating to unemployment 
and the unemployed that 
had not been addressed in 
previous studies. 

The controversy began 
on Feb. 3. when Dr. Kha- 
laf, two months after her 
approval, sent a letter to 
the director of the CSS. 
informing him that her 
approval of the study did 
not absolve the centre from 
meedng the requirements 
of the General Statistics 
Law. 


The 1950 law forbids any 
governmental or non-gov- 
ernmental body to collect 
or publish any statistical 
data unless it is approved 
by the head of the Depart- 
ment of Statistics. 

In a column by Fahd 
Fanek in the Oct. 4 edition 
of Al Rai, Dr. Fanek wrote 
that when the figures of the 
CSS on unemployment 
reached the Ministry of 
Planning, the ministry 
froze the study, since the 
figures were different from 
those of the Department of 
Statistics. 

“The ministry took this 
position, because the study 
came up with an unem- 
ployment ratio that ranges 
from 22 to 27 per cent, 
depending on what defini- 
tion one takes to determine 
who is an unemployed per- 
son," Dr. Fanek said. 

He further wrote chat 
having two figures on 
unemployment should not 
be a cause for dispute. 

The distinguishing factor 
in the study is the defini- 
tion used, and there is a 
figure for every definition. 
“Do we set the age of 
unemployed at the age of 
15 or 18. and do we 
exclude those who are 60 
or 65?" he wrote. 

Dr. Khalaf, meanwhile, 
denied that there was any 


controversy. 

“There is no controversy, 
I don’t understand where 
that notion came from.” 
Dr. Khalaf told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

Dr. Khalaf said the CSS 
had to “send a request to 
publish" to the Department 
of Statistics, and now that 
the request has reached the 
department, the money 
will be sent and the study 
can be published. 

As for her response to the 
study, which will be pub- 
lished this week, the minis- 
ter said there are two parts 
to the study. The first is 
statistical, which she said 
she could not judge, since 
she is not a statistical 
expert. The second is 
behavioural, which she 
said is important and very 
useful to the country. 

CSS Director Mustafa 
Ham am eh said he is 
pleased with the way 
things ended. 

“We will receive the 
money on Saturday or Sun- 
day and the study will be 
published immediately,” 
he said. 

“The cause of indepen- 
dent research has been 
advanced," Dr. Hamameh 
added. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


KOREAN FILM FESTIVAL 

* Two Korean films entitled “Fly High, 
Rnn Far" and "The Pinwheel" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 4:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
respectively. 

FILM 

* "German film “Elfenbein" at Goethe- 
Institut, Jabal Amman, at 4:30 p.m. 

PLAY 

* Children’s play “Shahrour and Traffic 
Rules" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
10:00 a.m. (daily until Oct. 16). 


EXHIBITIONS 

* “The Project of the Essence, Aspects of 
the Italian Paintings in the 90s" at the Fac- 
ulty of Fine Arts. Yarmouk University, until 
Oct 22. 

* Exhibition of paintings and weaving 
entitled “Murmurs of Our Land" by Rihan 
Gbassib and Bani Hamida at Bani Harnida 
House (Tel. 658896/7), until Oct. 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters of the 
20th century entitled “Aura Mediterrama" 
at the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
until Oct 28 (except Tuesdays). 

* Quilt exhibition “Piecing It Together* 
by Ms. Virginia Harris at the American 
Centre, Abdoun, until Oct 20. 


King assembles Al Amal board of directors 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
created a board of trustees 
for Al Amal Cancer Centre, 
to be chaired by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and to 
include the prime minister 
and other prominent per- 
sonalities, and has stated 
that appropriate legislation 
should be introduced to 
promote the centre’s opera- 
tions. 

In a message to the prime 
minister Thursday, the King 
expressed appreciation for 
the executive council of the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies and the National 
Task Force, which were 
instrumental in the creation 


of the cancer centre, and 
said “we appreciate the 
great efforts they exerted 
and voice our gratitude for 
their service to the nation 
and the sacrifice they made 
in the course of creating 
this great centre. 

“As the centre’s opera- 
tions require further efforts 
and coordination of plans 
by all parties concerned 
with health affairs, we have 
decided on the formation of 
the centre’s board of 
trustees,” King Hussein 

added. 

According to the King’s 
directives, the board wall 
comprise the following: 

Queen Noor, chairperson; 


Dr. Majali. vice chairper- 
son: Abdullah Khatib, rap- 
porteur, and the following 
board members: the minis- 
ters of health, social devel- 
opment, and finance, 
Zubair Malhas, Raef 
Nijem, Zuhair Khouri, 
Raouf Abu Jaber, Maulud 
Abdul Qader, the dean of 
the Faculty of Medicine at 
the University of Jordan, 
the dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine at the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and 
Technology, the director 
general of the Royal Med- 
ical Services, Nabih Moam- 
mar, Abdullah Abbadi. Sub- 
hieb Maani, and Zaha 
Mango. 


The King expressed hope 
that the board will now 
appoint an administrative 
council to undertake the 
centre’s management and a 
technical council to handle 
the technical work. 

In his letter to the prime 
minister, the King stated 
that “the legislation should 
not contravene Jordanian 
laws and regulations. The 
centre should not seek prof- 
itability and must coordi- 
nate its work with the other 
authorities concerned with 
cancer treatment." 

Al Amal Cancer Centre’s 
120-bed, in-patient facility 
is equipped for highly 
advanced therapies such as 


bone marrow transplant and 
adult and paediatric 
chemotherapy. 

It also includes outpatient 
clinics and radio diagnos- 
tics, radiotherapy, and 

nuclear medicine depart- 
ments. 

The centre, a non-govern- 
mental, non-profit organi- 
sation, was created through 
contributions from Jordan- 
ian citizens and institutions. 
Organisations in the 

Netherlands and other 
countries assisted in setting 
up and supplying equip- 
ment for the centre, consid- 
ered to be the first compre- 
hensive centre for cancer 
research in the region. 


Majali calls on Israeli government to 
end 'intransigence,' display good faith 


NGO 
workshop 
concludes 
with goal 
of capacity- 
building 

* By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During a 
workshop on the need for 
a programme to enhance 
the capacities of non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 
(NGOsj in the develop- 
ment of the Middle East, 
twenty NGO specialists 
from Palestine, Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon, and Egypt 
affirmed that this plan of 
action could only succeed 
through regional coopera- 
tion and capacity-build- 
ing. 

During discussions on 
draft recommendations 
generated out of the three- 
day workshop held in 
Amman and co-organised 
by the Friedrich- Naumann 
Foundation (FNF) and the 
International Management 
and Training Institute 
(IMTT), participants point- 
ed to the importance of 
joint NGO activities to 
achieve sustainable con- 
tacts among both regional 
and European NGOs. 

Ulrich Vogt, FNF direc- 
tor and representative in 
Jordan, stressed the 
importance of BUNIAN, a 
European Union co- 
financed NGO pro- 
gramme, as an instrument 
for better NGO coopera- 
tion and capacity-build- 
ing. 

Dr. Vogt told the Jordan 
Times that BUNIAN’s 
two-year agenda focuses 
on better networking 
amongst regional NGOs 
through capacity-building 
measures. 

" Another outcome of the 
workshop was the consen- 
sus among participants 
that they did not know 
much about EU NGOs. 
even though most partici- 
pants have regional and 
international experience. 

Dr. Vogt explained that 
there are many regional 
NGOs of high standards 
that European NGOs 
could learn much from “in 
an' open partnership." 

The absence of Arab 
NGOs in Europe was 
noted and the FNF direc- 
tor said this would be 
taken into consideration, 
as BUNIAN is a flexible 
srructure and open to 
ideas. Plans are already 
under way for a confer- 
ence on EU and Arab 
NGOs in April. 

Technical issues such as 
the relevance of follow-up 
in training were covered, 
and Dr. Vogt explained 
that a mechanism for this 
training had already been 
started, comprising twelve 
events slated to take place 
within the next two years. 

Training will be in the 
field of management 
development, financial 
management, project 
design, and proposal writ- 
ing and negotiation. 

Dr. Vogt stated that this 
plan of action also embod- 
ies leadership and democ- 
racy, and policy analysis 
and formulation. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali has called on the 
Israeli government to end 
its intransigence, which he 
said has been obstructing 
the peace process. 

During an interview pub- 
lished Friday in the United 
Arab Emirates newspaper 
Al Bayan, Dr. Majali also 
uiged Israel to display good 
faith and prove its credibil- 
ity in the peace process, 
stressing that with a lack of 
confidence there can be no 
peace. 

Accusing the Israelis of 
failing to display good 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are questioning a 25-year old 
man who Thursday alleged- 
ly strangled his wife to death 
in Mafraq for reasons of 
“honour,” according to offi- 
cial sources. 

The 20-year old woman, 
who was not identified by 
officials, was strangled by 
her husband, identified only 
as S. K., in their house in 
Manshiet Sultah town of 
Mafraq, official sources told 
the Jordan Tunes Friday. 

The sources added that the 
man turned himself in to 
police immediately after the 
murder and confessed will- 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Japan Thursday started a 
joint training programme for 
20 Palestinians in the field of 
electric power at the Nation- 
al Electric Power Company 
(NEPCO). 

The two-week course, 
called “Third Country Train- 
ing Programme," was estab- 
lished in 1991 to improve 
Palestinian theoretical and 
practical abilities in the field 
of electric power, according 
to a statement by the Japan- 
ese embassy. 

The $139,000 programme. 


intentions and lacking cred- 
ibility in their dealings with 
the Arabs, the prime minis- 
ter said the Arab countries 
have in contrast manifested 
good will and a genuine 
tendency of confidence- 
building. 

Asserting that the peace 
process is currently facing a 
real deadlock on all tracks, 
the prime minister 
expressed hope that it 
would not be long before 
matters again move in the 
right direction. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan 
participated in the peace 
process and signed several 


ingly to killing his wife. 

“The man claimed to have 
strangled his wife with her 
own scarf in the name of 
‘honour*," the official 
source said without further 
elaboration. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Tunes Friday 
evening confirmed that a 
woman was killed but 
refused to reveal any infor- 
mation. 

The victim became the 
18 th woman reportedly 
killed in a crime of “honouri’ 
in the Kingdom since the 
beginning of this year. 

Last year, police records 
indicated that 19 women 
were slain in Jordan in the 
name of “honour ” 


supported by Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), aims at 
training Palestinians from 
Gaza and the West Bank, the 
statement said. 

According to the state- 
ment, (he programme has 
been implemented in select- 
ed host countries whose 
technical standard reaches 
high enough to provide tech- 
nical training to the other 
nationals, even though the 
host nations are still receiv- 
ing technical support from 
developed countries. 

“The government of Japan 
regards Jordan as such a host 
country, capable of imple- 


agree merits with Israel as 
an expression of its genuine 
desire to ensure a compre- 
hensive pi -re, adding that 
Jordan will, nevertheless, 
pursue efforts to remove all 
the barriers that currently 
obstruct the path of peace. 

On Jordanian-Arab rela- 
tions. the prime minister 
said Jordan maintains 
excellent ties with all Arab 
states in general and the 
Gulf countries in particular, 
and expressed hope that the 
Arab countries will unite to 
deal with the issues facing 
their nation. 

Jordan rejects all moves 


Meanwhile, Baqaa Crimi- 
nal Prosecutor Mohammad 
Ma’ayerah is questioning a 
28-year old man, who 
Thursday reportedly opened 
fire randomly in the Baqaa 
Refugee Camp and killed a 
woman, according to an offi- 
cial source. 

The source said that the 
suspect, who was injured in 
Thursday’s shooting inci- 
dent, was acting “out of rage 
after his family accused him 
of instigating his younger 
brother to throw acid water 
at the 30-year old victim, 
Manal A., few days before 
the incident occurred." - 

According to the source, 
the suspect, identified as 
Khalid M., told investigators 


menting the Third Country 
Training Programme for the 
Middle East and the North 
Africa Region, and accredits 
NEPCO and Royal Scientific 
Society as implementing 
agencies where Jordanian 
instructors give training 
courses on electric power, 
systems engineering, and 
medical equipment mainte- 
nance to Arab nationals, with 
the financial assistance from 
Japan,” the statement added. 

So far, SO Palestinians have 
participated in the Third 
Country Training Pro- 
gramme in Jordan. 


to partition any Arab coun- 
try, be it Iraq or others, and 
can never accept interfer- 
ence by a foreign power to 
partition Arab lands, he 
stated. 

Referring to the Doha 
Economic Summit sched- 
uled for next month. Dr. 
Majali said Jordan will not 
assume a unilateral position 
on this meeting. 

The Kingdom will abide 
by the Arab countries’ deci- 
sions and would not attend 
the Doha meeting if this is 
the decision of the majority 
of Arab states. 


that he was enraged about 
his family’s accusations, 
grabbed a gun, went out to 
the street, and started shoot- 
ing in the air. ' 

“Khalid claimed that a bul- 
let accidentally struck 
Manal, who was standing 
outside at the time of the 
shooting, and that another 
bullet struck him in the eye," 
the official source said. 

The official source said 
police are investigating other 
possible motives behind the 
shooting incident, adding 
that Prosecutor Ma’ayerah is 
questioning all the involved 
parties and is expected to 
announce the results of his 
investigation Sunday. 


Metrology, 

standards 

conference 

opens 

tomorrow 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ger- 
man Agency for Technical 
Cooperation < GTZ) in A mman 
and the Jordan Institution for 
Standards and Metrology 
(JI5M) Sunday will open the 
Internationa] GTZ Conference 
on Standards. Metrology, Test- 
ing, and Quality Management 
(MSTQ), according to a JISM 
press release. 

This meeting is arranged for 
experts who are managing 
MSTQ projects in Jordan and 
the Middle East, Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and Eastern 
Europe, the statement contin- 
ued. 

The conference aims at 
exchanging experiences and 
ideas in light of the increasing 
role of MSTQ activities in 
removing technical barriers to 
trade, the announcement read. 

The one-week conference 
will include visits to JISM and 
to the Royal Scientific Society. 
Moreover, the meeting will 
discuss subjects of great 
importance to Jordan in light 
of its efforts to join the WTO 
and the ELI -Jordan Partnership 
Agreement, according to the 
statement 

Members of the private sec- 
tor are invited to discuss sub- 
jects such as accreditation, cer- 
tification, industrial property 
rights in Europe, national cali- 
bration services, and safety 
aspects of industrial p lant* 
with the expens, the statement 
concluded. 



Amman Governor Talaat Nawayseh Friday registers new candidates for the 
upcoming parliamentary elections. Some government employees reported to work 
yesterday to begin the registration procedures, which are scheduled to last until 
Oct. 12 (Petra photo) 


Husband strangles wife for ‘honour’; 
man opens fire in Baqaa, killing one 


Jordanian-Japanese programme 
provides training to Palestinians 
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Landmine foes clinch 


Nobel Peace Prize 


OSLO (AFP) — The 
International Campaign to 
Ban Landmines (ICBL) and 
its U.S. coordinator Jody 
W illiams won the Nobel 
Peace Prize on Friday “for 
their work for the banning 
and clearing of anti-person- 
nel mines,” the Nobel 
Co mmi ttee said. 

'The International 

Campaign is deeply grateful 
to the Nobel Committee for 
its recognition of our work to 
ban this insidious, indiscrim- 
inate weapon,” Ms. 
Williams. 47, said in a state- 
ment issued in Washington.! 

The $1 milli on award is 
also seen as a tribute to 
Diana, Princess of Wales, 
who was a strong supporter 
of ICBL before her death in 
an Aug. 3 1 car crash in Paris. 

Diana made special trips to 
Angola and Bosnia to sup- 
port a total ban on the 
weapons, which kill or maim 
26,000 people annually 
around the world. 

The ICBL’s efforts are to 
culminate in December with 
the signing in Ottawa of an 
International Treaty against 
Landmines. A draft treaty, 
which will go into effect six 
months after the 40th coun- 
try signs on, had been agreed 
upon during a conference 4 in 
Oslo in September. 

“The ICBL and Jody 
Williams started a process 
which in the space of a few 
years changed a ban on anti- 


personnel mines from a 
vision to a feasible reality," 
the Nobel jury said. 

The treaty is “to a consid- 
erable extent a result of their 
important work," the jury 
noted. 

Ms. Williams told CNN 
television she was “a little 
stunned.*’ 

“We were thrilled enough 
when the treaty was negoti- 
ated in Oslo last month. 
Then to receive this recogni- 
tion on top of that ... it's a 
pretty fabulous year," she 
said 

She felt the award would 
“add pressure to those coun- 
tries that have not come on 
board,” and said the ICBL 
now “will focus its attention 
on those countries.” 

Washington has balked at 
signing the treaty, saying it 
fails to protect U.S. soldiers, 
especially on the tense 
Korean Peninsula where it 
had sought a nine-year 
exemption on enforcing the 
treaty. 

Anti-landmine activists in 
Cambodia, one of the 
world’s most heavily-mined 
countries with an estimated 
four to six million buried, 
hailed the prize. 

“The prize will contribute 
very much to the campaign 
against landmines. 

Everywhere in the world 
when they award this prize 
... it contributes a lot to 
future work,” said Sam 


Sotha, the National Director 
of the Cambodia Mines 
Action Centre (CMAQ. 

The Nobel jury called the 
ICBL “a model for similar 
peace in the future, (which) 
could prove of decisive 
importance to the interna- 
tional effort tor disarmament 
and peace.” 

, The umbrella organisation, 
the 15tb to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize, had been one of 
the hottest tips to win this 
year’s prize. 

It was created in 1992 and 
comprises over 1,000 local 
and international organisar 
tions from 60 countries in 
the fields of development, 
environment, arms control, 
h uman rights and med ic al 
assistance. 

The ICBL is a network, 
“through which it has been 
possible to express and 
mediate a broad wave of 
popular commitment in an 
unprecedented way," the 
jury said, calling the organi- 
sation’s efforts “a convinc- 
ing example of an effective 
policy for peace.” 

There are about 110 mil- 
lion anti-personnel mines 
; scattered in 64 countries 
around the world. 
Worldwide, there is one 
casualty every 22 minutes, 
and 2.000 landmine Heaths 
every month, most of them 
women or children. 

It would take $33 billion 
and 11 centuries, at the cur- 


rent pace, to clear the 110 
milli on active mines scat- 
tered in 64 countries around 
the worid. 

Russia, China and the 
United States are the lraHfng 
producers of landmines. 

“Such mine s maim and kill 
indiscriminately and are a 
major threat to the civilian 
populations and to the social 
and economic development 
of the many countries affect- 
ed,” the jury said. 

Ms. Williams, who lives in 
the northeastern U.S. state of 
Vermont, has spoken exten- 
sively about landmines. She 
is the author of “After the 
Guns Fall Silent: The 

Enduring Legacy of 
Landmines." 

Alfred Nobel, the Swedish 
scientist and industrialist 
who created the prize in his 
will in 1895, wanted to hon- 
our those who “shall have 
done the most or the best 
work for fraternity between 
nations, for the abolition or 
reduction of standing armies 
and for the holding and pro- 
motion of peace congress- 
es.” 

Ironically, the Russian- 
educated Nobel’s career cen- 
tred on developing better 
explosives, including dyna- 
mite. As a young man, he 
travelled to Saint Petersburg 
in the 1850s to assist his 
faiher develop torpedoes and 
mines. 



Yeltsin 

‘willb 



Jody W illiams (right) hugs one of her companions as NGO (nongovernmental organ- 
isations) delegates give their applause to the landmine-delegates (Reuter photo) 


Nobel Peace Prize announcement draws positive world reactions 


Reuter 


EXILED CHINESE activist 
Han Dongfang said Friday he 
was glad the international 
campaign to ban landmines 
had won thfe 1997 Nobel 
Peace Prize but asked ihe 
world community not to for- 
get dissidents jailed in China' 
“I’m glad for all those who 
are campaigning to stop these 
terrible devices which muti- 
late people.” Mr. Han told 
Reuters after hearing the 
Nobel Peace Prize announce- 


ment. 

“But as one of the Chinese 
dissidents I feel sorry, espe- 
cially for Wei Jingsheng and 
Wang Dan who remain in jail 
and need all die support they 
can get from the worid com- 
munity” he said. 

Mr. Wei and Mr. Wang 
were on the Nobel list and 
were considered leading con- 
tenders. 

- Mr. Wei, 47, is regarded by 
many as the father of China’s 
struggling democracy move- 
ment He was sentenced in 
late 1995 to 14 years in jail 


for plotting to overthrow the 
government He had previ- 
ously served 14-1/2 years of 
a 15-year jail term for sub- 
version. 

Mr. Han was a protest 
leader in the ill-fated 1989 
democracy movement in 
Beijing and was jailed after 
-the Tiananmen square crack- 
down by the People’s 
Liberation Army. He lives in 
exile in Hong Kong, a special 
administrative region of 
China since July 1. 

Earlier this week, China 
said it would be “unimagin- 
able” if the Nobel Peace 
Prize was awarded to Mr. 
Wei saying he had violated 
Chinese laws. Many 
Western governments and 
h uman rights groups have 
accused China of violating 
the basic freedoms of its peo- 
ple. Beijing argues that feed- 
ing and clothing one-fifth of 
humanity is more important 
than political rights. 

Meanwhile, mine clearing 
experts in Afghanistan, one 
of the world’s most heavily 
mined countries, said Friday 


they are thrilled by the award 
of the 1997 Nobel Peace 
Prize to the International 
| Campaign to Ban 
i Landmines. 

“This is great, it couldn’t 
go to a better cause,” said 
Sarah Russell of the United 
Nations Office for the Co- 
ordination of Humanitarian 
Assistance to Afghanistan, 
the umbrella body that funds 
much of the mine clearing in 
Afghanistan. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates 10 million mines and 
thousands of other pieces of 
unexploded ordinance are 
strewn across the country 
from 20 years of war that still 
continues. 

An estimated 20 to 25 
Afghans are injured every 
day by landmines and a total 
of 400,000 people have been 
maimed by them in the coun- 
try. 

The devices have prevent- 
ed life returning to normal 
even where there is.no fight- 
ing because Afghan fanners 
are frightened to go back into 
their fields for fear of losing 


their lives or limbs. 

Many of the victims are 
children, forced by poverty 
to forage for firewood in 
areas they know to be dan- 
gerous. 

The International 

Committee of the Red Cross 
has described the use of land- 
mines as a gross violation of 
human rights. 

The award of the Nobel 
Peace Prize was also bailed 
as a major breakthrough in 
Cambodia, where hardly a 
family does not have a victim 
of the weapon to mourn. 

“This is surprising and 
wonderful news” said Sam 
Sotha, national director of the 
Cambodian Mines Action 
Centre (CMAC), which 
coordinates attempts to clear 
the estimated four to six mil- 
lion mines buried in the 
strife-tom country. 

“I know her very well she 
and the campaign deserve 
this,” he said. 

“The prize will contribute 
very much to campaign 
against landmines. 

Everywhere in the world 


when they award this prize ... 
it contributes a lot to future 
work. Winning the prize is a 
very, very positive contribu- 
tion." 

One in every 236 
Cambodians — an estimated 
40.000 people — is an 
amputee as a result of land- 
mine explosions and as many 
as 300 people are killed or 
maimed by mines per month, 
aid agencies say. 

Cambodian Ministry of 
Information spokesman 
Sieng Lapresse noted how 
Ms. Williams had made 
Cambodia a priority in its 
world awareness pro- 
gramme. 

The award “shows that the 
lan dmin e campaign had a 
really good vision and recog- 
nised the plight of the 
Cambodian people and oth- 
ers around the worid (affect- 
ed by mines).” he said. “We 
must not be hostages to land- 
mines” 

Mr. Sotha said the cam- 
paign still had much to 
achieve in banning future 
production and use of the 


devices by all countries and 
in clearing those already in 
the ground. 

The United States has 
opposed a total ban because 
it says mines are still needed 
on the Korean Peninsula. 

“We still have a long way 
to go.” said Mr. Sotha. 

According to official statis- 
tics, Cambodia, which has 
said it will sign the treaty, is 
one of the world’s most heav- 
ily mined countries. 

The mines were planted by 
a wide variety of opposing 
armies — government 
troops. Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas, the Vietnamese occu- 
pation force and the resis- 
tance to it in the 1980s. They 
remain active and deadly 
long after each conflict has 
ended. 

At the current rare of clear- 
ance. demining experts esti- 
mate it would take more than 
a century to remove all the 
mines in Cambodia, but Mr. 
Sotha said he hoped with 
greater awareness of the 
problem leading to more 
donations, that figure could 


be cut to 25 to 30 years. 

Once injured, many of the 
Cambodian victims are 
unemployable, become bur- 
dens to their already impov- 
erished families and are 
forced into a life of begging. 

In addition to the human 
cost .of landmines, . the 
devices also render huge 
expanses of arable land unus- 
able in Cambodia and kill or 
injure animals that are vital to 
the economy which is domi- 
nated by rural agriculture. 

Despite the grim statistics 
and public support of the uni- 
versal ban, mines continue to 
be laid by government troops 
and resistance forces in the 
country’s north and north- 
west 

The Cambodian Red Cross 
said this week that landmine 
casualties — d eat hs or 
injuries — more than dou- 
bled from 51 to 1 14 between 
July and August as fighting 
intensified in the five 
provinces that make up the 
region. 


STRASBOURG 
— Russian 
Boris Yeltsin said 
that Moscow 
and will supports 
objective” of bar 
use and produ 
anti-personnel 
line with a treaty. * 
be signed in Ottai 
He made the pi 
a joint statement 
French President I 
Chirac opening the 
noon session 
Council of Europe 
mit here, but did hot 
elaborate. 

In a last-minute addi- 
tion to his address open- 
ing the su mmi t earlier, 
Mr. Chirac had called on 
all Council of Europe 
members to sign the ban, 
agreed in Oslo at a two- 
week conference on 
Sept. 18. Referring to 
Mr. Chirac’s appeal, Mr. 
Yeltsin said: “We support 
and will support die 
objective which we are- 
pursuing in order to 
reach a solution and die 
signing of the conven- 
tion.” 

Mr. Chirac welcomed 
Mr. Yeltsin's decision “to 
examine the issue of 
anti-personnel mines and 
to support an evolution 
tending in the direction 
of the convention to be 
signed in Ottawa” in 
December. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s comment 
marks a softening of 
Moscow’s position on a 
ban on anti-personnel 
mines. 

On Oct. 1, Foreign Mi- 
nister Yevgeny 

Primakov, on a visit to 
Ottawa, rebuffed a call 
by Canada to sign the 
treaty, saying Moscow 
could not do so for “tech- 
nical” reasons. 

Mr. Chirac's appeal on 
mines earlier was direct- 
ed primarily at Russia, 
which along with China 
and India, also suppliers 
of cheap anti-personnel 
mines, was not among 
the countries which on 
Sept. 18 pledged at Oslo 
to sign the Ottawa proto- 
col. 

Promoters of the ban 
are keen for Russia to 
sign in order to add pres: 
sure on the United States, 
which has declared its 
unwillingness to back die 
ban. 

Around 100 countries 
have said they will sign 
the ban. 
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Italian dramatist, actor Dario Fo 


wins Nobel Literature Prize 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Italian dramatist and actor 
Dario Fo was awarded the 
1997 Nobel Prize for 
Literature Thursday for 
work emulating “the jestefs 
of the Middle Ages in 
scourging authority and 
upholding the dignity of die 
downtrodden," the 
Swedish Academy said. 

In a scene that could have 
come from one of his own 
plays, Fo, 71, said he had 
been “stunned” to learn that 
he won the prize, while his 
wife was telling a television 
station they knew it was in 
the bag two weeks ago. 

Fo insisted he only 
learned of the prize while 
driving along a highway 
from Rome to Milan in 
northern Italy. 

“Another car pulled up to 
mine with a sign that said 
‘Dario, you've won the 
Nobel’,” Fo told a reporter 
who reached him on his 
mobile phone. 

‘It’s no surprise,” his 
wife. Franca Roma, said in 
a television interview in 
Milan. “We were expecting 
it because we knew two 
weeks ago. We kept the 
secret and told no one.” 

Fo is a leading figure in 


modem force and political 
drama, but had not been 
tipped for the prestigious 
prize. His collected plays 
include some 70 works, 
where he often alludes to 
the medieval jesters and 
their comedy and myster- 
ies, as in his breakthrough 
play “Mistero Buffo” from 
1969. 

He has been inspired by 
commedia delTarte and 
20th century writers such as 
Vladimir Mayakovski and 
Bertolt Brecht. 

In awarding the prize, the 
Swedish Academy said; 

“For many years Fo has 
performed all over the 
world, perhaps more than 
any other contemporary 
dramatist, and his influence 
has been considerable. He 
is the one merits the epithet 
of jester in the true meaning 
of that word.” 

His strength is “in the cre- 
ation of texts that simulta- 
neously amuse, engage and 
provide perspectives,” the 
jury said, 

“As in commedia del- 
Tarte, they are always open 
for creative additions and 
dislocations, continually 
encouraging the actors to 
improvise, which means 


that the audience is activat- 
ed in a remarkable way,” it 
said. 

Fo. the sixth Italian to win 
the prize, made his debut as 
an actor in 1952 in Milan 
after studying an and archi- 
tecture. 

“With a blend of laughter 
and gravity he opens our 
eyes to abuses and injus- 
tices in society and also the 
wider historical perspective 
in which they can be 
placed,” the jury said, 
describing Fo as an 
“extremely serious satirist 

with a multifaceted oeu- 

. -- 

VTC. 

“His independence and 
clear-sightedness have led 
him to take great risks, 
whose consequences he has 
been made to feel while at 
the same time experiencing 
enormous response from 
widely differing quarters,” 
the jury said. 

Fo almost fell victim to a 
kidnapping in May but 
police arrested one of his 
would-be capiors in another 
case and he confessed to 
the plot 

The jury singled out 
“Morte accidental di uu 
anarchico” (“Accidental 
Death of an Anarchist”) 


from 1970 as a “high point” 
of Fo’s extensive oeuvre. 
Its background were the 
right-wing extremist bomb 
attacks of 1969, which were 
blamed by die authorities 
and the press on the anar- 
chists. 

During interrogations in 
Milan, a suspect “fell” from 
a fifth-floor window. The 
play deals with these inter- 
rogations, which are gradu- 
ally taken over by a 
Hamlet-like figure “who, 
possesses the kind of luna- 
cy that lays bare the lies of 
officialdom,” the jury said. 

Fo’s opposition to con- 
formism, die courage of his 
convictions, and his politi- 
cal and social commitment, 
have involved him in 
numerous court cases and 
controversies with the 
Italian stale, police, cen- 
sors, television and even 
the Vatican — the Pope had 
argued that “Mistero 
Buffo" had “desecrated 
Italian religious feelings.” 

In 1980, Fo, who is a 
member of Italy’s 
Refounded Communist 
Party, was refused a visa for 
a performance in the United 
States because of his mem- 
bership in “Soccorso 


Rosso," an organisation 
supporting prison inmates. 

The jury also noted such 
works as “Non si paga! 
Non si paga!” fWe Can't 
Pay We Won’t Pay!) from 
1974, and “Clacson, trOm- 
bette e pemacchi" 
(Trumpets and 

Raspberries), from 1981. 

In recent years, together 
with his wife and actress 
and writer Franca Rae, Fo 
has dealt with women’s 
issues in several plays. 

His most recent work, “II 
diavolo con le ziime 4 ' (The 
Devil with Boobs) — 
directed at phenomena in 
today’s society — had its 
long-awaited premiere in 
Messina. Sicily, at the 
beginning of August. It is a 
satiric comedy set in the 
Renaissance and its protag- 
onists are a zealous judge 
and a woman possessed by 
foe devil. 

Fo will receive the record 
prize sum of 7.5 million 
kronor ($1 million) from 
the hands of King Carl XVI 
Gustaf at foe official prize 
ceremony in Stockholm on 
Dec. 10, foe anniversary of 
foe death of prize creator 
Alfred Nobel in 1896. 
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Italian playwright Dario Fo embraces his wife Franca Roma as he arrives in M3* 8 
after finding out he has won the 1997 Nobel Literature Prize (Renter photo) 


Apparent meteor seen over Texas 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
An apparent meteor 

streaked over west Texas, 
triggering dozens of tele- 
phone calls to local police 
with excited and alarmed 
reports of a fireball in the 
sky, police said Friday. 

The object landed 

Thursday near Hueco state 
park, some 32 kilometres 
east of El Paso, in an 
unpopulated area. Mark 
Ball of foe El Paso Sheriff’s 
Department told AFP. 


“We believe we have a 
crater located but there’s 
nothing left,” said Mr. Ball. 
“It disintegrated." 

Residents reported hear- 
ing a sonic boom and see- 
ing a brilliant fireball 
shooting across the sky 
around 1 p.m. (1900 GMT). 

“There was a bright yel- 
low-orange streak, then it 
came down and from that 
point it just made a big 
boom of a bright ball of 
fire.” one resident was 


quoted as saying on loc** 
television. 

Vapour trails were sign 
ed as far away as 
Cruces in southern A 
Mexico, 60 
north of El Paso, ^ 
said. 


t r„- 












IJ N 

'■■V. : 


s 




; -*n ,,-L 


Bui 


Clf jr 




**:\s 


imt- 


A military helicopter^ 
dispatched to foe 
an infrared sflBck; 
remains of fo® 


£ | M 

^ "v 

Mr 




aiai 


8 


ICUUUlia WJ. 

object but found DotoPfr 
local television report** 1 - 


v *3.uh4 



J UrKri, 


S 

unowaas**. 

drat 





r‘ 



^ b '” ^ World News 

Yeltsin 
‘will baojji * 

landmii les 

ban 

objective 

Boris Yeltsin s >ii r'^i 

stmi Moscow ri| ^ lV k 

«»d will v f 

objective" ofSSS, * 

ttoe and produ-r 0 ' ^ ie 
«ati- personnel : lf I 

iiw With a :r- dl . 5 s ID * 

be signed in 0 !t dLc «o 
He made the dI c L . 
a joint statem'en- - 111 
French Prc^dcm 
Chirac opening ihe'-i'h 4 ' 
noon session n f r ' 

Council of H uril p c ‘ J 

7. ™ S,d Z 

elaborate 

. 1,1 a a d fl i 

lion in his acidre^ .t? 

mg the summit Ju 
Mr. Chirac haj 

all Council ,,f c lir * 
members to si yn u,,. $ 
agreed ir. Oslo at 
week conl'tTtfn^c 1 

SfP 1 — 18 - . R e<«nn £ * 

Mr. Cntrac •- anneal.’ \i- 
YeltMii said- -We „ jpNc 
artu wn! vjpp,, n '.l 
objective which ). 
pur suing :n . =■. 

reikh a soJ'jtn.n ,; - 
ngmnc u: :?*■ 

UUl). u ‘ 

Mr. L‘it::a. 

Mr. Yci:s:rA 
exam: n. ■ w 
anti ■ , l ‘ers.'-.i y 
10 sup;s 

lend 1 IV-' •" ’.' : :\-.’ 
tit th-.*' C i-ii-.e: : - ■ ■. 
signed 1 
Decer.trv: 

m* 

maik' a - 

1 Mt>SwUvk - 

! bin 0:: 

. mirk*" 

Oii t Jc: : 

W*l£t 

| pnm.sj.. . . 

Ottaw 
b> e . , 
twat) 
could 

•icit" -■■■ . 

Mr L 


Jordan limes, Saturday, October 11, 1997 


) 


Vehicles belonging to Mexico’s national telephone company lie buried under a river of mod after Hurricane Panline 
devastated Mexico’s famous tourist resort of Acapulco (Reuter photo) 

At least 122 dead as 
hurricane lashes Mexico 


) 


i. 


ACAPULCO, Mexico (R) 
— Bodies floated amid 
debris in the streets of Aca- 
pulco Thursday after Hum- 
cane Pauline's assault on 
southern Mexico in which 
at least 122 people died and 
dozens more were missing. 

A state of shock settled 
over the water-logged city 
after Pauline tore through it 
overnight with winds of up 
to 240 kph and dumped so 
much rain that steeply slop- 
ing streets turned into rag- 
ing rivers. 

State Chief Attorney 
Antonio Hernandez told 
reporters that 102 bodies 
had been found in the city. 

Many were plucked from 
sidewalks and the beach- 
front, where they had been 
dragged by torrents more 
than chest-deep. Cars were 
tossed about like boats* and 
trees were uprooted. 

The Mexican Red Cross 
appealed nationwide for 
donations of clothes, medi- 
cines, blankets and food to 
help the victims. Thousands 
of troops, police and civil 
defence workers fanned out 
across the disaster areas in a 
giant rescue effort. 

TV broadcaster Televisa 
showed images of a 


drowned baby lying in a 
cooler box where it had 
presumably been placed as 
a last resort for safety; two 
people sadly scooped out 
the water. 

Angel Aguirre, governor 
of Guenero state which 
includes Acapulco, said res- 
idents were appalled 

“We can’t remember ... 
ever having seen in our his- 
tory something which has 
caused as much damage to 
Guerrero as this," he said. 

Government officials said 
Pauline was the deadliest 
storm to strike Mexico 
since Hurricane Gilbert 
smashed into the Caribbean 
coast in 198S, killing 450 
people. 

Before reaching Acapul- 
co, Pauline steamrollered 
up the coast of southern 
Mexico, flattening fragile 
fishing villages, ripping up 
roads and bridges and toss- 
ing splintered trees about 
the countryside like tooth- 
picks. 

Guerrero state authorities 
said five people were 
drowned near the Oaxacan 
border. In Oaxaca, the gov- 
ernment said 14 people 
were killed and 15 others 
were unaccounted for. 


Another person was killed 
in Chiapas state, the Red 
Cross said. 

A couple from Seattle, 
Will Quillian and Katherine 
Proctor, were camped out in 
their Volkswagen van when 
the hurricane ripped 
through Oaxaca state, rip- 
ping off the roof and forc- 
ing them to sleep in a con- 
crete bathroom stall. 

“Our surf boards were 
flying out," Mr. Proctor 
said. “They (the townspeo- 
ple) don't have anything 
left There's nothing. We 
feel so lucky.” 

The U.S. Hurricane Cen- 
tre said Pauline was 96 
kilometres north of the 
Pacific port of Lazaro Car- 
denas. with sustained winds 
of 135 kph that kept it in the 
hurricane bracket, though it 
was fast losing steam. 

It was expected to hit near 
the port of Manzanillo, a 
town of some 125,000 
inhabitants 520 kilometres 
southwest of Mexico City. 
Manzanillo civil defence 
officials said 10,000 people 
in the city were on evacua- 
tion alert. 

Foreign tourists in Aca- 
pulco. a city of one million 
people, were stranded as . 


phone lines went down, 
power was cut and flights 
were cancelled. At times 
the airport was waist-deep 
in water. There were no 
reports of fatalities among 
tourists. 

Experts said the severity 
of the storm might have 
been made worse by El 
Nino, a weather phenome- 
non that warms southern 
Pacific waters and leads to 
more frequent and severe 
storms. Mexico each year 
suffers hurricanes on its 
Caribbean coast, but strong 
Pacific storms seldom hit 
the coast hard. 

A large cruise ship, the 
Veen dam, with 2,000 pas- 
sengers and crew on board, 
narrowly escaped the storm 
by sailing south from Aca- 
pulco late Wednesday 
despite raging seas churned 
up by Pauline, Port Captain 
Hector Gomez Ruiz said- 

City authorities declared 
Acapulco a disaster area 
and President Ernesto 
Zedillo, on a state visit to 
Germany, ordered three 
cabinet members to the area 
to coordinate relief efforts 
and sent his condolences to 
families of ibr victims. 


Kim Jong-11 to keep 
country on hardline path 
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TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-D Fri- 
day made his first public 
appearance since his rise to the 
top of the Workers' Party, as 
die country vowed to stick to 
its hardline policies. 

North Korea hit out at other 
nations it called “cowards” and 
“traitors’' for betraying the 
Communist cause. 

Me Kim, installed Wednes- 
day as general secretary of the 
Workers' Party, made his first 
appearance by going to the 
Kumsusan Memorial Palace 
where the embalmed body of 
his father Kim D-Sung lies in 
state. 

Accompanied by senior 
party, stare and miihaiy offi- 
cials, Mri Kim paid homage to 
“the great leader president” on 
the 52nd anniversary of the 
’Wodceis Party, the official 
Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said in a report mon- 
itored here. 

Mr. Kim's formal rise to the 
party secretary general com- 
pleted the first dynastic succes- 
sion in Communist history. But 
he has still not taken over his 
father's position as stale presi- 
dent 

Sources close to ibe North 
Korean embassy in Moscow 
told ITAR-TASS Friday that 
Mr Kim may be named pres- 
ident of his isolated Stalinist 
country in a week's time. 

According to the North 
Korean media, portraits of Ml 
K im and sign boards praising 
his achievements have been 
put up across the courary. 

Hie North Korean embassy 
in Beijing issued an anniver- 
sary statement vowing no 
change to its hard] mg socialist 
policies. 

The fanme-stricken country 


slammed other Communist 
nations for betraying the revo- 
lution and Ming to defend the 
red flag. 

‘‘When President Kim II- 
Sung passed away three years 
ago, the enemies of the revolu- 
tion strained their nerves, 
expecting that Korea would 
change her politics,” the Kore- 
an Bulletin said. 

It said world attention was 
focused on the nation because 
deaths of leaders in other Com- 
munist nati ons had created 
division and an end to Social- 
ism. 

“Bui Korea’s red politics did 
not turn,” the typed document 
said, adding that posters 
throughout North Korea car- 
ried the slogan; “Let cowards 
flinch and traitors sneer; weTl 
keep the red flag flying here ” 

“The red flag is now flutter- 
ing over the blue sky of Korea 
as before, flapping over the 
bayonets of the people's sol- 
diers who defend the bulwark 
of socialism,” the statement 
said. 

It praised Mr Kim for his 
"far-sighted wisdom, refined 
leadership ability and match- 
less courage,” and said he had 
“convened adversity into pros- 
perity and misfortune into for- 
tune.” 

But the dispatch made no 
reference to the disastrous state 
of North Korea's economy 
which has ground to a virtual 
standstill since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union at the start of 
thel990sL 

It also made no mention of 
the famine Thai has swept 
across the nation in the last 
three vears. which according to 
unconfirmed reports has left 
more than one million people 
d ea d 


U.S. bans Tamil Tigers 

COLOMBO (AFP) — The ban on Tamil Tiger rebels in the Unit- 
ed States was welcomed by the local press Friday but it warred 
the move would also pressure Sri T jmka to uphold human rights 
and politically end the island's bitter ethnic wac 

The privately-owned Island newspaper said a U .S. de cision to 
list Sri Lanka’s Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as a ter- 
rorist organisation will reopen the question why the Colombo 
government had failed to proscribe dK rebels. 

U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said Wednesday that 
members of the designated groups would be ineligible for visas to 
visit the United States and that any fund-raising activities would 
be frozen under an anti-terrorism law signed by President Bill 
Clinton in April 1996. 

“As of today it is a crime to provide funds, weapons or other 
types of tangible support to any of the designated organisations,” 
Ms. Albright said. 

The ban will be fora period of two years and could be revoked 
by Congress. Although funding of the “terrorist organisations” is 
banned, contributions limited to medicine or religious materials 
may be allowed under the law. 

The Island newspaper in its editorial, headlined “Terrorism: 
beginning of eol” said that the U.S. action was a “tremendous 
gam" for the Colombo government but the fight was far from 
oven 

“One'reason why the developed world turned against Sri Lanka 
after (the anti-Tamil riots of) 1983 was because of violations of 
human rights.” the Island said. 

“This (US. decision') casts a tremendous responsibility on the 
Sri I .ankan go vernme nt armed forces and the people to safeguard 
rights of minorities and prevent violations of human rights.” 

The state-owned Daily News described the US. ban cm the 
Tigers as a tur ning point in the island’s dragging Tamil separatist 
war which has claimed over 50,000 lives since 1972. 

“However, it would be highly premature to dance in the streets. 
With this blacklisting, the LTTE may have suffered a major body 
How but it is unlikely to be floored by it.” the Daily News said. 

The paper also echoed the government's call Thur sday to the 
international community for a collective ban on the LITE and a 
blockade against arms supplies reaching the guerrillas in the island 
nation's northeast. 

The first LITE statement issued from its London office since the 
US. action was announced made no reference to the move that 
would block fund-raising activities. 

However, a Tiger spokesman in London. Anton Rajah, was 
quoted as saying in a British Broadcasting Ccxp. (BBC) Radio 
programme that they wee unaffected by the US. blacklisting and 
That they only received voluntary contributions. 

India banned the LTTE after the group was implicated in the 
May 1991 assassination of former Indian Premier Rajiv Gandhi 
and Malaysia in February last year outlawed pro-Eger demon- 
strations in that country. 

The US. move also comes at a time when the Colombo gov- 
ernment is pressing ahead with a power-sharing arra nge m e nt that 
seeks ro turn the country into a de facto federal state in exc h ange 
for ethnic peace. 


Hague spells out vision of a 
more tolerant Conservative Party 


BLACKPOOL, England 
(AFP) — William Hague 
was winding up the Conser- 
vative Party conference 
here Friday with a rallying 
call for a more open and 
tolerant party where people 
counted as much as eco- 
nomics. 

In a speech to 3,500 dele- 
gates, who have spent the 
past week taking stock of 
the party’s crushing May 
electoral defeat, Mr. Hague 
will say he wants to see a 
“conservatism that is toler- 
ant, that believes that free- 
dom is about more than 
economics, that believes 
that freedom does not stop 
at the shop-counter.” 

Mr. Hague's version of a 
modem, open party comes 
just a day after former Cab- 
inet Minister Michael Por- 
tillo made a bold pitch to 
redefine the territory the 
Conservatives should occu- 
py and the kind of people it 
should embrace. 

Mr. Portillo questioned 
the traditional family unit 
by insisting that stable fam- 
ilies can exist outside mar- 
riage and urged a more per- 


missive approach towards 
sexual misdemeanours in 
political life. 

Mr. Hague, who said he 
backed every word of that 
vision, will tell Tory repre- 
sentatives — buoyed by the 
feeling that their party is at 
last beginning to face up its 
mistakes and its defects — 
that it has been a week of 

reflection and reconstruc- 
tion. 

“I want to tell you about a 
democratic, popular con- 
servatism that listens, that 
is determined to show it 
cares... that is rooted in its 
traditions but embraces the 
future... that is resolute in 
its support for the nation.” 

“I want to tell you about a 
changing conservatism that 
acknowledges its mistakes 
but I also want to tell you 
about a proud conservatism 
that has served this nation 
well and will do again.” 

It will be a creed “deter- 
mined to show it cares,” he 
will say. 

Mr. Hague’s pitch comes 
at the end of a week of 
extraordinary upheaval for 
the Tories in this northwest 


England seaside resort, 
highlighted by a fiery 
debate Wednesday on 
reform in which the rank 
and file signalled an end to 
the “leaders know best” 
philosophy. 

Thursday’s statement by 
Mr. Portillo, seen as a 
potential party leader until 
his election defeat, stressed 
unreserved Tory support for 
the family and individuals 
facing up to responsibilities 
to their children. 

“But we admire those 
many people who are doing 
an excellent job bringing up 
children on their own ... for 
a younger generation in 
particular, old taboos have 
given way to less judge- 
mental attitudes about the 
span of human relation- 
ships,” he said. 

Mr. Hague also stressed 
Tory support for the family. 

But he said: “Let’s be 
alive to the 21st century, 
let’s be tolerant at the way 
people wish to Live when it 
doesn't damage the inter- 
ests of other people and that 
doesn’t conflict with our 
support for families.” 


Earli e r it had emerged 
that the Tory leader had 
written a letter of support to 
the Tory gay group, Torche. 

But there were early signs 
of a backlash from some 
party heavyweights. 

The party’s social securi- 
ty affairs spokesman Iain 
Duncan Smith told the con- 
ference that single parent 
families were “more likely 
to be more caught up in 
crime.” 

He said: “The key point 
we must make as Conserva- 
tives is that we don’t want 
to have the pendulum 
swing against the tradition- 
al family.” 

There was a touch of 
irony in the fact that the 
breeze of liberalism sweep- 
ing through the party came 
as Margaret Thatcher, the 
advocate of “every man for 
hims elf* was on the party 
rostrum. 

She has already let it be 
known that she disapproves 
of Mr. Hague’s decision to 
share a hotel room with his 
fiancee Fiona Jenkins dur- 
ing the conference. 


Prodi sees swift outcome 
to Italy’s new political crisis 


ROME (AFP) — Romano 
Prodi, who has quit as Italy's 
prime minis ter, predicted Fri- 
day a swift outcome to the lat- 
est political crisis that has 
angered Italian citizens and 
put the far-left Refountjed 
C ommunis ts in the firin g hne, 

“I can assure you that there 
will be a swift solution,” Ml 
P rodi told Italian reporters as 
he arrived for a Council of 
Europe meeting in Stras- 
bourg. Ranee. 

He noted that what happens 
next rests in tbp'hands of 
President Oscar Luigi ScaT 
faro, “who will chose the 
. solution” 

Ml Prodi added that, as he 
is now saving as interim 
prime minister at Mr. Scal- 
faro’s request, “my ultimate 
duty „ is to explain that there 
is still a strong, capable Italy ” 

Italy woke up with anger 
and concern Friday, a day 
after tiie exit of Ml Prodi ’s 
centre-left government, with 
some commentators calling 
the development “dramatic” 
or even “dangerous" for the 
nation. 

“What seemed politically 
illogical, economically harm- 
ful, and suicidal for the left 
has unfolded step by step 
before the public’s eyes,” La 
Repubblica said in an editori- 
al 

What has taken place, the 
newspaper said, was “danger- 
ous for the country, dramatic 
for the Italian left (and) risks 
compromising our country’s 
hard road towards Maas- 
tricht.” 

Ml Prodi gave in his resig- 
nation Thursday after the far- 
left Refounded Communists 
snubbed llth-hour proposals 
he had made for their support 
of his 1998 draft austerity, 
budget 

Though Mr. Prodi remains 
interim prime minister until a 
new government is formed, 
Italy’s latest political crisis 
boded fll for its hopes of join- 
ing Europe’s single currency. 

Besides La Repubblica, 
other major Italian newspa- 
pers Friday slammed the 
Refounded Communists for 
triggering foe crisis. 

For the left-wing Unita 
newspaper, Thursday was 
“our ugliest day.” 

“Rage, disbelief, sadness — 
these are the feelings being 
felt in the Olive Tree that put 
trust in the refounded Com- 
munists,” it said, using the 
popular name of Ml Prodi *s 
coalition. 

In Than, La Stampa said 
the Refounded Communists 
never really intended to seek 
worthwhile amendments to 
the draft budget- 
'll did not have a better 
budget in mind, or the 
defence of the poor, but rather 
foe sinking of the reformist 
left that was trying the experi- 
ence of being in office," it 
said. 

Mr. Prodi’s administration, 
build around the jOnnocratic 
Party of the Left, was the first 


government in Italy since 
World War II dominated by 
the left. 

Thursday, denxxistrations in 
support of Ml Prodi were 
organised by labour unions at 
major factories in Florence, as 
well as by left-wing activists 
in Bologna. 

“I have lost my illusions,” 
one young worker in Rome 


said. “Italy Wfll never 
change.” 

“I don’t believe it It's like a 
mad machine that can no 
longer be controlled,” added a 
student, reflecting the cyni- 
cism of many Italians towards 
their governments. 

Mr. Prodi’s budget was sup- 
posed to show the rest of 
Europe that Italy had the fiscal 


discipline and political stabili- 
ty worth of membership in 
European Monetary Urrioo. 

The Refounded Commu- 
nists, ai whose 34 deputies 
Ml Prodi’s government 
depended in foe lower house 
of parliament, balked at the 
draft, saying it would be too 
harmful to Italy's proletariat 
and to its poor. 


TAIWAN: SEEKING TO JOIN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS AND CONTRIBUTE MORE TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

Interdependence 

A NEW concept has appeared in the international community over the past 20 years, 
called "international interdependence." It means that the world is like a big family, and 
every county exists within this family. No nation can live completely independent of the 
others, nor can do as it always has, disregarding the interests and existence of other 
countries. 

This is the way it should be in human society. It is when every nation realises the true 
meaning of interdependence that it will tend to work out differences through negotiations 
or agreements that are in the interests of all, rather than resorting to fighting, which 
merely dissipates each other's strength. 

Establishing mainstream values 

A parallel development with the concept of interdependence is the establishment of 
mainstream values. The two major values, free-market economics and democracy, have 
emerged since the industrial revolution, becoming highly influential major concepts in 
international affairs. Of course, they have been challenged by other political philosophies 
in the meantime, such as imperialism, Nazism and communism. However, at the end of 
the 20th century, these once formidable challenges been consigned to the "dustbin of 
history," while free-market economics and, democracy have indisputably become 
mainstream international values. 

The ROC and Global Participation 

When Dr. Sun Yat-sen. the founding father of the Republic of China, was campaigning to 
overthrow the Ch'ing dynasty 86 years ago, he vowed to found a republic based on the 
Three Principles of the People, i.e., nationalism, democracy, and the people's livelihood. 
These principles in essence conform with free-market economics and democracy. 

Eighty-six years later, the amount of territory under the direct jurisdiction of the Taiwan II 
(ROC) government is far less than after the establishment of the People's Republic of " 
China. However, the spirit in which it was founded carried on Dr. Sun's philosophy. 
What is different is that Dr. Son's philosophy has become fact in Taiwan (ROC) of today. 
Decades of effort by Taiwan (ROC) have created remarkable achievements, Taiwan's 
(ROC) per capita income has reached USS 1 2,000; and its foreign reserves amount to 
US$90 Billion, the third largest worldwide. Taiwan (ROC) is the world's 13th largest 
trading nation and a major capital exporter. In terms of political development, elections 
for local officials have been held for over four decades, and coiinty/raunicipa! council 
members, county magistrates, mayors, the provincial governor and the national president 
are all directly elected. In terms of multiparty politics, two opposition parties with 
substantia] parliamentary presences, the Democratic Progressive Party and foe New Party, 
share foe political limelight with the ruling Kuomintang-party. Taiwan's (ROC) success 
is not only enjoyed by all citizens, it also explicitly proclaims to the developing countries 
of the world: work hand, master the right approaches, and you too'can overcome poverty 
and become a modem nation. .... .. 

However, despite such achievements. Taiwan (ROC) is not accorded an even vaguely 
commensurate status or treatment by the international community. It has been expelled 
from the United Nations and nearly all inter-governmental organisations. Taiwan's (ROC) 
application to join foe World Trade Organisation cannot be acted upon until after that of 
foe Chinese mainland. It does not share formal diplomatic relations with most countries. 
Taiwan's (ROC) government is not after independence; what it seeks is a China reunified 
with liberty, democracy and prosperity. However, this issue can no way be solved by 
accepting foe mainland's demands. To do so would be to destabilise Asia and foe rest of 
foe world. Taiwan (ROC) hopes to use peaceful exchanges to make foe leaders of Peking 
understand that foe Taiwan (ROC) experience is the best way to solve foe problem of 
reunifying Taiwan (ROC) and the mainland. However, of course, this will take time. 
Until that day arrives, Taiwan (ROC) must take part in foe global community and 
heighten its international presence. Otherwise, the disappearance of a county like Taiwan 
(ROC) that subscribes to mainstream nations of free-market economics and democracy 
would constitute a significant loss to foe international community. 

Conversely, if Taiwan (ROC) has foe opportunity to play a more constructive role in foe 
international community, in the short-term it could directly contribute to the world what 
Taiwan (ROC) has gained from its political and economic advancements. In foe long- 
term, should the mainland make progress and modernise as a result of peaceful exchanges 
with Taiwan (ROC), and become a responsible member of foe international community, 
this would be Taiwan's (ROC) greatest contribution to the world. 

Interdependence has become an increasingly important principle in foe global community. 
Since the state of cross-strait relations directly affects the whole world, we sincerely hope 
the international community can be open-minded and listen to what Taiwan fROC) has to 
say. ■ 
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Lukewarm start to campaign 


THE CAMPAIGN for the upcoming gener- 
al elections was off to a lukewarm start yes- 
terday in comparison with the election cam- 
paigns of 1993 and 1989. There are a vari- 
ety of explanations for this kind of interest 
in the campaign for the 13th Parliament. 
These range from the repeated calls for 
boycotting the elections by the Islamists 
and other groQps to the growing public 
mood of indifference to the heavy politicisa- 
tion of the campaign, and even to parlia- 
mentary life itself. Opposition to holding 
the November elections stems of coarse 
from the “grievances” associated with the 
new one-person, one-vote election criterion 
and tiie new press and publications legisla- 
tion which has resulted in the suspension of 
most weekly newspapers. 

The impact of the one-person, one-vote 
formula has tanslated itself manifestly in 
strengthening the' tribalist factor, whether 
by uniting families over the choice of one 
candidate or in fact sowing the seeds of 
division among the same tribe, which has in 
some cases promoted intra-tribal competi- 
tion rather than inter-tribal rivalries. 

Voters’ lack of interest this time around 
may also stem from their conviction and 
conclusion that the performance of their 
elected representatives has not, after two 
parliamentary cycles, made much differ- 
ence to their lives or changed the political 
coarse of events in any tangible way. The 
best evidence of the “insignificance” of 
Parliament or its “marginal role” in our 
political life, in the minds of many, is the 
repeated by-passing of the two Houses of 
Parliameut by the Executive Branch in the 


pursuit of important legislative policies. 
The fact that the recent amendments to the 


The fact that the recent amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publications Law were 
introduced as a temporary law must have 
convinced many voters that, on very impor- 
tant issues, the government is more than 
ready to ignore Parliament altogether and 
adopt controversial legislation that it may 
deem necessary for the conduct of its 
domestic and foreign policies away from 
parliamentary scrutiny. 

Still the days and weeks that lie ahead 
would tell the true and fall story about the 
just-started election campaign. With nearly 
four weeks left before voters go to the polls 
and cast their ballots, in accordance with 
their conscious and political persuasions, 
this period of time may turn out to be preg-. 
nant with events and changes that nobody 
has so far been able to predict and foresee. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Dus tour’s Kama! Rashid said Amman has 
experienced a taste of real joy and jubilation 
over the release of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin from an 
Israeli jail. Delight overwhelmed the Jordanian 
and the Palestinian people over the success of the 
treatment of Hamas politburo leader Khaled 
Misha'al after the aborted attempt on his life, the 
writer added. He said Palestinians and Jordanians 
were happy that Sheikh Yassin is back among his 
own people and family, once again assuming the 
leadership of his movement which is bent on lib- 
erating the Palestinian lands. But he said the 
great joy of the people on both sides of the 
Jordan River came to an abrupt end with reports 
about the release of the two Israeli agents who 
committed the assassination attempt on Misha'al. 
Jordanians and Palestinians were shocked to see 
Mossad agents trying to kill a citizen not in Israel 
or the occupied areas but in Jordan. Rashid said. 
He questioned how peace can endure between 
Israel and Jordan if it is respected only by one 
side and why should Jordan release the agents 
who might have information that can help us 
avert future dangers? 


Arab A1 Yawtn’s Mohammed Subeihi praised the 
government’s move to attract investors from the 
Arab countries to invest in the Kingdom's devel- 
opment projects. Subeihi said any investment in 
the Kingdom is far more beneficial to the nation- 
al economy than the former financial aid that 
used to come from the Arab countries. Singling 
out a recent visit to Jordan by a Kuwaiti private 
sector delegation who invested $200 million in 
the country’s tourism industry, the writer said 
this investment succeeded due to the Jordanian 
private sector’s endeavours, unlike the diplomat- 
ic efforts which since 1990 have not succeeded in 
restoring normal relations between Jordan and 
Kuwait. The writer said the investment is most 
likely to open the door for more investments by 
other countries in the Gulf region although some 
elements might still be working against the 
restoration of full relations. He said that because 
of the government’s recent economic laws the 
Kingdom is now witnessing the dawn of econom- 
ic progress. 




The stakes were high, but Jordan overcame 


NOW THAT the political dust has settled following the 
helicopter diplomacy Amman was engaged in, we have to 
ask: has Jordan exacted the fair price from Israel regard- 
ing its violation of the peace treaty articles, its attack on 
the country's sovereignly, underestimating the security 
services and taking for granted a pro-Israel stand by the 
political leadership whatever happens-afterwards? 

There is a widespread feeling that Jordan’s actions 
resulted in a big plus for both His Majesty King Hussein 
arid country. With the gradual revelations of clandestine 
meetings coupled by behind-the-scenes contacts we 
realise now the full impact of so many potential dangers 
and threats that could have taken place and would have 
hurdled everybody into a whirlwind of uncontrollable 
violence, reactions and repercussions, in the whole 
region. 


With the full facts being published, with security stakes 
oaring two weeks ago, Jordan came out the winner, bur 


soaring two weeks ago, Jordan came out the winner, bur 
had the Kingdom overreacted, the losses could have 
proved significant. 

On the domestic level, the return of all Jordanians in 
Israeli jails is a good deal in exchange for the two opera- 
tives with “so-called” Canadian passports. It is only nat- 
ural to overlook the presence and easy departure of three 
other operatives who took refuge inside the embassy 
being part of the logistic support and medical team. 

The streets of Amman are ripe with hypothetical sce- 
narios and many “Lfs.” One of the more interesting ones 
came from a well-known lawyer who suggested, in a cir- 
culated letter, handing over the two operatives to the most 
militant participant in the Arab-Israeli conflict, Hizbollah 
in Lebanon so that they could barter their release for thou- 
sands of prisoners including Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, Abdul 
Karim Obeid, Mustafa Dirani and 17 other top leadership 
figures including, Japanese, European, and Arab fighters. 

Such a suggestion, if implemented, would make Jordan 
just another political gang rather than a state behaving in 
accordance with the principles of a respectable interna- 
tional community. 

Had it been a zero-sum-equation, Israel would have 
been a big loser since: 


1. The head of the Hamas politburo was not killed as 

planned. * , . 

2. Israel had to admit to the attempted assassination by 
providing the antidote, the medicine as well as the formu- 
la. 

3. Israel is branded as the first coundy in the region to 
use a chemical weapon three weeks after a U.N. resolu- 
tion was issued condemning their use universally. 

4. The founder and spiritual leader of Hamas: Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin was freed by a direct order from Prime 
Minister Netanyahu who had earlier considered Yassin as 
his arch-enemy. 

5. Israel came out, internationally, as a rogue state 
exporting and sponsoring state terrorism. 

6. Hamas was offered, from a media point of view, a 
worldwide podium which earned support and sympathy 
from all television viewers who heard its leadens advocate 
a message of pragmatism and moderation calling for the 
coexistence of both Palestinians and Israelis in peace and 
harmony. The old stereotype of Hamas as the bloodthirsty 
organisation was broken and replaced by a new image of 
a powerless victim: a disabled, old Sheikh Yassin and a 
harmless-looking Khaled Misha’al embracing his three 
children, holding his wife’s hand, while surrounded by his 
father and crying mother. 

Television viewers have never been exposed to that pos- 
itive new image of Hamas, which Israel by its own 
actions, yet certainly unintentionally, brought to headlines 
around the world. 

King Hussein, the real maestro, managed to overcome 
so many crises. According to the Palestinian people, it is 
the King who can really deliver in the long-term as well 
as in the short-term. 

Jordan was able to extricate from Israel what others 
failed to. 

Arab leaders had earlier appealed for Sheikh Yassin’s 
release but had always faced refusal. This second success 
to the King’s credit is added to his former success in solv- 
ing the Hebron debacle months ago. 

Moreover, the statement which announced that the life 
of the peace process depends on the survival of a 


Jordanian citizen whose life was threatened 
the special invisible tie that holds Palestinian ^ 
Jordanians ro their leader. But it shows thar an 
don could have. led to catastrophic results. One 
move on either side could have demolished all hope^ 
tured during the last three years. 

The bedouins in Jordan have a saying “if a lunatic drops 
a stone in a well, it needs two hundred wise men to take 
the stone ouL” 

The Misha' al-gate episode could have threatened tfe 
whole peace process. The popular call here to revoke tfe 
treaty has had resonant appeal among different strata of 
Palestinians and Jordanians who still ask where are the 
gains of the “MENA” promised to us as a justification for 
signing the treaty. The economic situation became worse, 
alienation with the Arab states became more acute, the 
unemployment rate doubled and the Gulf states did not 
honour their commitments. 

But should Jordan have recalled its ambassador to Israi 
the way Ottawa did? 

The answer, from a Jordanian perspective, is no. The 
main gain from the whole mess during the last two weeks 
was the concept of peace and coexistence. To have an 
objective clear thinking is in Jordan's advantage. As ! 
Jordanians we cannot afford to lose one iota of political 
assets especially at this juncture so dose to the final sta- 
tus talks. A pre-Oslo-atmosphere is subservient to 
Netanyahu and the Likud hardliners. 

Amman might be one of the main beneficiaries from a 
restoration of normalcy between Jordan, Gaza and Israel. 

Though Jordan was very keen to defuse the tension in 
the region, we have to admit that the Israeli troika, were 
equally levelheaded especially Ariel Sharon who con- 
demned the whole incident and stratagem whether on 
friendly soil or otherwise. 

In sum, Hamas had pocketed some gains, Israel also 
was spared more losses and bad some gains too. Jordan, 
no doubt, had many gains. But the biggest winner is the 
concept of peace in the region which withered Misha’ al- 
gate. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 

Israel’s, policies, practices still not punished 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE ARABIC dailies tins 
week focused on the reper- 
cussions of the failed Israeli 
attempt to assassinate a 
prominent Hamas leader in 
Amman and the subsequent 
developments, as well as the 
new position of Hamas and 
domestic affairs. 

Tareq Masarweh of A1 Ra'i 
said that although Israel was 
the first to use a chemical 
weapon in the Middle East in 
their attempt to kill the 
Hamas leader, the U.S. is 
turning a blind eye. If the 
Israelis are allowed to 
employ chemical weapons 
against Jordan, which is 
linked to Israel by a peace 
treaty, why should the U.S. 
continue to impose an unjust 
embargo on Iraq accusing it 
of developing chemical 
weapons? Masarweh asked. 
He asked also, why the U.S. 
urges the nations of the world 
to sign a treaty banning the 
production and use of chemi- 
cal weapons but condones 
Israel's atrocities committed 
with such weapons? If in 
peace time Israel employs 
chemical weapons against 
civilians, he said, one won- 
ders what the Jewish state 
will do in the event of war 
against Jordan and other 
Arab states. 

A1 Ra'i’s Meem, the pen 
name for a prominent colum- 
nist, criticised U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
for not including Israel and 


its Mossad secret service in a 
list of organisations which 
Washington accuses of sup- 
porting terrorism. What the 
Mossad did in the streets of 
Amman recently represents 
an outrageous act of state ter- 
rorism committed against 
civilians in defiance of all 
international laws and in total 
disregard to the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty, according to the 
writer. Meem said the U.S. 
secretary has voiced 
Washington’s determination 
to fight terrorist organisa- 
tions, considering any help 
extended to them as a crime 
punishable by law, but she 
failed to include the Jewish 
state which perpetrates and 
executes all forms of terror- 
ism. He said the U.S. has 
been decrying any attempt on 
the part of any nation trying 
to possess chemical weapons 
and condemning European 
nations' attempts to help 
Arab and Islamic countries 
make these weapons, but at 
the same time it continues to 
condone all kinds of Israeli 
acts of terrorism. 

Ibrahim Absi, a AI Ra’i 
writer, said that had the 
Israeli agents succeeded in 
assassinating Hamas leader 
Khaled Misha'al, the inci- 
dent would have triggered a 
new cycle of violence in the 
Middle East and would have 
caused a real explosion. It is 
regrettable to see the influen- 
tial world powers continually 
supporting the Jewish state 
whose policy is to terrorise 
Chilians in other countries. 


occupy other nations’ lands 
and pursue oppression 
against the Palestinian peo- 
ple, Absi said. The behav- 
iour of Israel, he said, clear- 
ly demonstrates that Tel Aviv 
has not given up its criminal 
plots despite all the talks by 
the Likud government about 
its desire and determination 
to achieve peace and security 
in the Middle East. He said 
the mere fact that Israel 
maintains its occupation of 
land belonging to three Arab 
states and continues its 


repressive measures against 
their inhabitants is stark evi- 
dence of its evil nature and its 
terrorist character. 

Also at Arab Al Yawm, 
Rashid Hassan wrote that 
because of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's policies Israel 
has for the past one and a half 
years experienced the taste of 
defeat and disaster. The 
writer referred to the loss of 
70 Israeli soldiers earlier this 
year when their helicopters 
crashed while they were on a 
mission of aggression in 
Lebanon, and the loss of 
another 13 elite troops in 
southern Lebanon on their 
way to conduct a terrorist 
attack against the Lebanese 
people. Hassan said that per- 
haps the most devastating 
blow to Israel's image in 
recent times was the botched 
Mossad attempt against the 
life of Khaled Misha'al 
which exposed Israel's ter- 
rorist nature to the whole 
world. He said that these 


events will certainly have 
negative consequences on 
Netanyahu and his Likud 
government. 

Referring to the release 
from jail of Hamas -spiritual 
leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
Arab Al Yawm's ■ ■ Nicola 
Nasser said the discharge 
was not motivated by human- 
itarian reasons but because 
the Israelis wanted to secure 
the release of their Mossad 
agents in Amman in return - 
He said Sheikh Yassin’s 
release, in fact, saved the 
Israelis from a heavy politi- 
cal and security burden and 
the subsequent release of the 
two Israeli terrorists who 
attempted to kill Khaled 
Misha'al in Amman was in 
‘ reality a reward to Israel for 
its terrorist aitempL 
Demands for the release of 
Sheikh Yassin were legiti- 
mate because he was impris- 
oned for no sin and the 
demands were made by the 
oppressed people of Palestine 
who are seeking freedom and 
an end to occupation, the 
writer said. He said the 
rejoicing over the sheikh’s 
release and Misha’ al’s escape 
from death should not 
prompt the Arab people to 
ignore or forget the Mossad’ s 
terrorist and criminal acts. 

Al Ra'i’s Mahmoud 
Rimawi said that Sheikh 
Yassin has presented very 
reasonable demands, pledg- 
ing to stop attacks on the 
Israelis in return for a com- 
plete end ro the occupation. 
The offer, said the writer. 


reflects that Hamas does not 
rule out the substitution of 
armed struggle for political 
negotiations to ensure the 
return of the usurped territo- 
ries- Sheikh Yassin’s ideas 
might displease the hardlin- 
ers- within the Hamas move- 
ment who. said the writer, 
continue to hold on to the 
idea of armed struggle 
regardless. But he said 
Sheikh Yassin’s ideas appear 
much more realistic and his 
political stand more practica- 
ble, reflecting a genuine 
desire to abandon violence in 
exchange for freedom. . 

Echoing the same view, 
Oreib Rintawi of Al Dustour 
said Sheikh Yassin’s views 
are realistic and objective 
because he has expressed 
Hamas's readiness to coexist 
with the Jews in Palestine 
and to cooperate with the 
Palestine National Authority 
to achieve real peace. The 
writer said that the Sheikh’s 
ideas are tantamount to 
recognising the Oslo accords 
which also aimed at regain- 
ing Arab control over 
Palestinian lands including 
Arab Jerusalem. Hamas, 
which has proved its stand 
and established itself as a 
main player in the Middle 
East arena, ought to take into 
consideration Sheikh 
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A ‘great surprise’ 


To the Editor: 


M-KAHIL 








\-i' 










UPON THE invitation of Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Akd 
Bfltaji we visited Jordan during September: 

The American Society of Travel Agents (ASIA) is the largest trav- 
el association in the wodd and has members in 177 awraries, Ionian 
included. Ml Bfltaji contacted our association in early September at 
Glasgow, Scotland, at die annual conclave of travel sell® and boy- 
eas from all over the world. He did an excellent job there as he talked 
to thousands of travel agents. 

From our visit we can say without bias that Jordan is a great sur- 
prise; not only a friendly people, but, antiquities! The Jordanian peo- 
ple have a nation of which they can be most proud! The eoratfry s 

highway system is only excelled by its heritage and culture. Os hotels 

are excellent! Petra and Jerash have few equals in the wodd. Audio 
be able to go to the Dead Sea in such a short-time gave die trip added 
flavour. I am sure feaU do not have, to teU fee Jordanians of the w®" 
ders of their tourist areas. I can tell them, however, that it is import 301 
to get this message out to the wodd. 

In 1998, we will hold the Wodd Congress of the ASIA bom 
October 14-19 in Los Angeles, California. We are inviting 
Majesty King Hussein to be a speaker, if his schedule allows, « 
course. It is through tins effort that Jordan wiD be further sold to tbe 
world as the country to visit 

My thanks go out to Minister Biltaji, Marwan Kbouiy, Executive 
Director of the Jordan Tburism' Board and his USA represent®’*. 
MaJia Asfour, and the many others in Jordan who facilitated ray tnp- 
Jordan is second to none in world tourism! Salaam! _ 
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Yassin’s views, which, fee 
writer said, seem to pave the 
ground for, involving the 
resistance movement in con- 
tacts with IsraeL He said 
Sheikh Yassin’s views- could 
help avert further arrests of 
Hamas elements by- foe 
Palestine National Authority 
and ‘help cement national 
unity among the 
Palestinians. 

An Arab Al Yawm writer 
criticised the government's 
tendency ro borrow more 
money from other nations 
and organisations saying that 
the borrowing will only 
increase the national debt. It 
is regrettable to see the 
Cabinet approve such loans 

which the government 

describes as “soft” and 
repayable over many years 
as the loans are only bound 
to increase the ulready heavy 
burden on Jordan. Tbe 
writer said the country bears 
the heaviest debt of the 
Middle East countries in per 
capita terms, adding that tbe 
debts continue to obstruct 
real development and place 
further burdens on fee 
Jordanian people. He said 
the government should stop 
all borrowing, reduce its 
public expenditure and 
remove all forms of extrava- 
gance. 
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The great congregational mosque of Umayyad Amman has been identified 

Excavations, restoration reveal new dimensions of Umayyad Complex on Amman Citadel 
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By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AFTER TWO years of 
excavation, analysis and 
restoration of the Umayyad 
palace complex on the 
Citadel of Amman, impor- 
tant new information has 
been obtained about the 
synthesis between eastern 
and western traditions that 
give rise to the beauty of 
early Islamic art and archi- 
tecture. The wort has 
revealed most of the ele- 
ments of the original 8th 
century AD complex, which 
may also explain how the 
Umayyad dynasty used 
architecture to project a 
sense of power as it took 
over from the Byzantine 
and Sassanid empires in this 
region. 

Much of the citadel's 
Umayyad complex was first 
excavated and published in 
the 1970s by Spanish schol- 
ar Antonio Almagro 
(British, Jordanian and 
American teams have also 
excavated and restored 
other parts of the Citadel in 
the ensuing years). The cur- 
rent project is being under- 
taken by a Spanish- Jordan- 
ian team directed by Span- ’ 
ish architect Ignacio Aree, 
with Jordanian architect 
Manal Rimawi and archae- 
ologist Ghassan Ramahei 
representing the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 

Arce believes that this 
palatine complex in Amman 
gives us important dues for 
a better understanding of 
early Islamic art and archi- 
tecture in Andalusia in 
Spain, where Abd er-Rah- 
man founded the indepen- 
dent Umayyad emirate of 
Cordova. There are striking 


■ 

parallels, for example, 
• :■ between the Amman 

*nu:: .... . 

- - Citadel complex and 

gfULi::.’. 

. i Alhambra Palace in Grana- 


da, in that both comprise a 

- - 

fine residential palace in the 

Sknkr 

. . comer of a hilltop adminis- 

Mp - 

native complex surrounded 


• • . by a city. . .. 


“The excavations we have 
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undertaken clarify how the 

Umayyads started building 

monumentally to show 

power in an urban context,'’ 
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Arce told die Jordan Tunes 
in a recent interview here. 
“The Umayyads had just 
defeated the Byzantine and 
die Sassanid powers and 
needed an image and proto- 
col of power that could be 
most easily manifested in 
their buildings.” 

The complex was built in 
the first third of the Sth cen- 
tury along the north-west 
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corner of the citadel sum- 
mit- It comprises three main 
parts, which are (from south 
to north): a public area 
including a great entrance 
hall with an adjacent bath, 
an open water cistern, and a 
public plaza; nine residen- 
tial courtyard complexes 
arranged around access 
streets; and the main resi- 
dential building of the offi- 
cial or prince who lived 
here, complete with an 
audience hall, a throne 
room, and four adjacent res- 
idential buildings for his 
staff. 

The most recent research 
carried out by Arce and his 
Jordanian colleagues has 
led to the discovery in front 
of the audience hall of a 
great square defined to the 
east and west by two rows 
of porticoed shops ( the suq) 
and to the south by a wide 
flight of steps leading up to 
the great mosque. The 
mosque area is now being 
excavated by Arce and Jor- 
danian archaeologists 
Hanadi Taber and Bassim 
Abbadi. 

The birth of 

Umayyad art 

An important dimension 
of the excavation is what it 
reveals about how the 
Umayyad civilisation bor- 
rowed heavily from these 
two other regional cultural 
powers before it blended 
various elements into the 
distinct style of early Islam- 
ic art The complex synthe- 
sis of different traditions is 
visible in several different 
aspects of the excavated 
structures and the cultural 
remains, which are best 
understood in die context of 
the site's chronological his- 
tory. 

The summit of the Citadel 
had been extensively built 
upon and inhabited by peo- 
ple during the several thou- 
sand years before the 
Umayyad era, notably in the 
Bronze, Iron, Roman and 
Byzantine periods (most of 
the massive external walls 
of the citadel are from the 
Roman period, with some 
medieval Islamic rebuilding 
and fortification). The exca- 
vations suggest that the 
Umayyads probably found 
the area largely in rubble 
when they took control of it 
in the third decade of the 
7th century AD; its state 
may have reflected Sassan- 
ian (Persian.) destructions of 
the Byzantine city that had 
flourished there for hun- 
dreds of years (and that left 


at least one church on the 
Citadel, along with many 
others throughout Amman). 

The entrance or audience 
hall (the main, roofed stand- 
ing structure with the fine 
carved stone decorations 
inside) was built over the 
remains of a Byzantine 
structure, probably a praeto- 
rium, and may have served 
to control access from the 
public urban areas to the 
private palatine complex. 
The Umayyads used the 
first course of the ruined 
building as the foundations 
for a new structure with a 
cross-shaped plan, which 
they inherited from the 
Byzantines. 

The rich geometric carv- 
ings inside the audience 
hall, deep in the Sassanid 
tradition, and the high, 
domed roof were probably 
designed to impress visi- 
tors, and prepare them for 
their meeting with the ruler 
or prince, which may have 
taken place here or in the 
ruler's residential palace at 
the very north end of the 
complex. The audience hall, 
at the south-east side of the 
palatine complex, provided 
the only link between the 
Umayyad complex and the 
rest of the city on the 
Citadel and in the valleys 
below it. In many ways it 
mirrors the “door of justice” 
that was common through- 
out Umayyad Spanish com- 
plexes; this was an area 
where justice was done by 
the ruler, but usually with- 
out visitors entering the 
complex beyond this 
entrance hall. 

The new dome of the 
audience hall will be ready 
for installation later this 
month, which will make the 
building available for use 
for musical performances 
and other public events. The 
style of the dome and the 
windows along the top of 
the building have been care- 
.. fully reconstructed from the 
available evidence, as have 
-the stone blocks inside the 
building. 

Immediately east of the 
audience hall is the bath, 
whose structure and func- 
tions were very much in 
keeping with Roman and 
Byzantine period baths. The 
bath is being restored with 
bricks that match the origi- 
nal construction materials 
and style, following the evi- 
dence of the original bricks 
and mosaics that remains in 
situ. The bath had the stan- 
dard entrance, cold, warm 
and hot rooms, most of 
whose remains can still be 
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Thp mnd rwent nlan of the Umavyad complex on the Citadel: showing the audience 
hall (1), the circular cistern (2), the baths (3), the plaza flawed by rows of shops (4), 
the mine the self-contained residential complexes (6), the paved road (7), the 

residential/office complex of fhe ruler (8), aud U« 

archaeological museum (9) (muararion courtesy of the Spanish Archaeological Mission) 


seen. The bath's location 
was partly dictated by its 
proximity to the large, cir- 
cular reservoir that could 
hold 1368 cubic metres of 
water. The reservoir has 
also been restored. 

South of the audience hall 
— immediately outside the 
palatine city — was an open 
“suq” area with rows of 
shops on the east and west 
sides (the small, Mamluke- 
era mosque near the baths 
was actually made by 
reconfiguring some of these 
shops). At the south end of 
the plaza the excavators 
uncovered a long staircase 
that leads up to the 

Umayyad era town's large 
congregational mosque. 
Immediately south-east of 
the plaza is the route of a 
former Roman-Byzantine 
road which once led to the 
temenos area of the Ro man 
temple; the other (southern) 
end of the road, at a later 
date, led on a straight line to 
the Byzantine church that 
still stands on the G'tadel. 
In the Umayyad era, a new 
entrance was built to con- 
nect the street to the shops 
and plaza that occupied the 
important public space 
between the mosque and the 
royal complex. 

Immediately north of the 
audience hall is an open 
square giving onto a paved, 
colonnaded street and a 



... 


* 


Aerial view of the Citadel showing the recent excavations. The residential palace is at far left of the Citadel sum- 
mit; to its right are the excavated office complexes, followed by the audience hall and circular cistern visible in the 
centre of the photo (Photo courtesy of the Spanish Archaeological Mission) 

plex of the ruler (perhaps a imitated Byzantine and Sas- voir. It is not known for ence hall and the bath. The 

prince or governor, either a sanid money at first) and in how long during the Ayyu- original plaster inside the 

local power or the caliph the architecture. The bid-Mamluke period the pool is also visible, as are 

from Damascus). The Umayyads continued the building was used. The the inlet and outlet channels 

entrance leads into a colon- Byzantine t raditi ons of phases of the architecture and remains of the column 

naded patio, which leads using ashlar building are very obvious within the in the middle that was part 


imitated Byzantine and Sas- 
sanid money at first) and in 
the architecture. The 
Umayyads continued the 
Byzantine traditions of 
using ashlar building 


ence hall and the bath. The 
original plaster inside the 
pool is also visible, as are 
the inlet and outlet channels 
and remains of the column 
in the middle that was part 









Aerial view of the square Umayyad audience hall (left), the circular water cistern (top-left corner), the shops-lined plaza in front of the audience 
hall (centre), and the stairs (right) leading np to the mosque area (Photo courtesy of the Spanish Archaeological Mission) 


smaller side street to the 
west The street paving 
originates from the Roman 
period, but the alignment of 
the street was changed 
slightly during ’ the 
Umayyad era. The streets 
and plaza are surrounded by 
nine residential complexes. 
(The thick exterior wall of 
these complexes was proba- 
bly once die outer wall or a 
Roman enclosure that 
included a temple). This 
“true urban complex" of 
streets, open plazas, and 
residential complexes was 
probably inhabited by peo- 
ple and officials associated 
with the royal complex. The 
nine complexes (plus four 
others linked to the .royal 
residence) are all self-con- 
tained, perhaps reflecting 
tribal divisions in the town, 
but also perhaps simply 
reflecting a common 
Mediterranean arrangement 
of family living quarters 
surrounding a central court- 
yard. 

The unit of rooms at the 
south-west end of the com- 
plex is not accessible from 
the streets, but rather only 
from the outside of the 
entire complex. This sug- 
gests its use as a guard or 
control unit Arce suggests. 
The adjacent unit, between 
it and the open plaza north 
of the audience hall, is also 
noteworthy because of its 
fine construction and its 
location near the audi- 
ence/entrance hall. Inside it 
were a central cloister court 
surrounded by rooms, a 
triple arcade to two rooms 
along the south wall, a stair- 
case leading to the terrace, a 
latrine, and water cisterns. 

The northern edge of the 
complex, at the far end of 
the main street, is the pri- 
vate home and office com- 


into a smaller, barrel-vault- 
ed iwan (an anteroom to the 
throne room, or an audience 
hall), and then finally into 
the cross-shaped and domed 
throne room. This royal 
complex was surrounded by 
rooms which in turn were 
flanked by four more resi- 
dential complexes like the 
nine complexes to the 
south. 

The throne room is per- 
fectly Sassanian in shape, 
and protocol may have fol- 
lowed the Sassanian tradi- 
tion of the ruler being spo- 
ken to from behind a cur- 
tain, but never seen by visi- 
tors. The very narrow space 
between the iwan and the 
throne room probably 
accommodated a cur tain 
and thus served this pur- 
pose. In the floor are 
remains of some coloured, 
geometric mosaics. 

The very thick south wall 
of the residential quarters 
and throne room area was 
part of the original Roman 
era temenos (the holy 
precinct around a temple). 
Its original conche niches 
can still be seen a few 
metres above ground level. 
It had two doors originally; 
one was blocked in the 
Umayyad era, and the other 
remained id use as the door 
into the private quarters of 
the ruler. The Umayyads 
also reused some large 
Roman era stones for the 
north-south walls of the 
royal complex- Some of the 
Roman period temenos wall 
lines can still be traced in 
the ground east of the 
throne room, including 
some large stones carved at 
90-degree angles (the cor- 
ners of the temenos wall). 

The Umayyad synthesis 
of earlier regional traditions 
is seen in the coins (which 


blocks, lime mortar and 
mosaics, but also used Sas- 
sanid traditions such as 
open iwans. gypsum, stone 
decoration, and squinches 
(shell-shaped elements to 
support a dome). 

The earthquake of 748/49 
probably destroyed most of 
the building, and the area 
continued in use after that 
during the Abbasid era and 
beyond, but with elaborate 
public buildings and resi- 
dences replaced by simpler 
private shelters. 

The audience hall was 
reused as a castle during the 
Ayyubid-MamJuke period, 
when a small mosque was 
built next to it and an inter- 
nal stairwell was trans- 
formed into a water reser- 


excavations. Arce notes, 
especially where the 
Umayyad inhabitants built 
on existing foundations but 
modified them slightly to 
suit their taste or functional 
needs. Most of the struc- 
tures outside the complex 
date from the Byzantine 
period, but were re-used in 
the Umayyad and later peri- 
ods. 

The water system from 
the Umayyad era bas been 
largely restored and is func- 
tioning, carrying runoff rain 
water from the audience 
hall area, via clay pipes and 
stone channels, to the circu- 
lar reservoir. Some of the 
original clay pipes can be 
seen in the small, open 
courtyard between the audi- 


of the water gauge. 

The restoration work has 
been undertaken with 
utmost attention to follow- 
ing the original designs, 
Arce said, and the new 
additions have been made 
to stand out somewhat from 
the original structures, so 
that visitors can differenti- 
ate new from old. 

The work at the Umayyad 
complex on the Citadel of 
Amman has been undertak- 
en jointly by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities of Jor- 
dan and Spanish architects, 
with funding from the 
Spanish Agency for Inter- 
national Cooperation, the 
Department of Antiquities, 
and the Ministry of 
I Tourism. 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD. INVITES INTERESTED 
BIDDERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SCRAP TENDER FOR THE 
AVAILABLE SCRAP MATERIALS AT ESHIDIYA SPECIAL j 
INDUSTRIAL FREE ZONE ON AS-IS-WHERE-IS BASIS . 
INTERESTED BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED TO COLLECT THE 
TENDER FORM FROM THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS AGAINST 
NON-REFUND ABLE AMOUNT OF JD 25. LAST DATE FOR 
COLLECTING THE TENDER FORM IS 23/10/97 . 

AND THE LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF THE OFFERS IS 
30/1 0/97. AT 12:00 Hrs. 


ADDRESS AT AMMAN 

MANAGER (ADMINISTRATION & PERSONAL) 
INpO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD. 
DELMON BUILDING , HI FLOOR 
TALHA BIN OBAIDAH STREET 
NORTH LUWEIBDEH , P.O.BOX NO. 926787 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


ADDRESS AT ESHIDIYA 

MATERIALS MANAGER 
INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS Co.Lul. 
ESHIDIYA INDUSTRIAL FREEZONE 
ESHIDIYA -JORDAN 
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Agreement to bolster agricultural 
cooperation between Jordan, Palestine 


AMMAN (Petra) — Agri- 
culture Minister Mijhem 
Khreisha and his Palestin- 
ian counterpart Abdul 
Jawad Saleh Thursday 
signed an agreement to 
develop the agricultural 
agenda concluded earlier 
between both sides into a 
comprehensive agricultural 
agreement 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
following a meeting of the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
officials, Mr. Khreisha said 
the ministry will provide 
every possible support for 
the Palestinian people to 
ease their suffering and to. 
help them overcome any. 
difficulties and obstacles- 
facing the agricultural sec- 
tor. 

Mr. Abdul Jawad praised 


Jordan's central role in the 
region and its continuous 
efforts to achieve compli- 
mentarity among Arab 
countries. Stressing the 
importance of Thursday's 
meetings, Mr. Abdul Jawad 
said they contribute to 
developing bilateral agri- 
cultural cooperation. 

The Palestinian delega- 
tion, which includes the 
directors of chambers of 
commerce and industry in 
Palestine, Friday visxited 
the Jordanian Exports Pro- 
motion and Trade Centres 
Corporation, where they 
met with its Acting Director 
General Farouq Ai Hadidi 
who briefed them on the 
corporation's objectives 
and its promotional policy. 

He also talked about the 
role of the corporation in 



Minister Khreisha signing the agreement Thursday 


training Jordanian cadres to 
upgrade the standard of Jor- 
danian industry. The corpo- 


ration has opened a trade 
centre in Gaza and a coordi- 
nation office in Ramallah to 


promote and increase the 
volume of commercial 
exchange. 


Iran registers $7.5 billion in trade surplus 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran had 
a trade surplus of around $7.5 
billion for the 12 months end- 
ing March 1996, thanks to 
higher revenues from crude 
oil exports, the central bank 
has said 

The figures, published in 


the government newspaper 
Iran, also put Iran’s foreign 
debt at $16.8 billion along 
with $15.S billion in “finan- 
cial commitments” — goods 
and services purchased but 
not yet received 
Crude sales accounted for 


much of the $215 billion of 
goods exported last year, 
while imports stood at $15 
billion , die central bank said 
It did not give a figure for 
the oil revenue. Other exports 
did not exceed $3 billion , 
amid a crisis in die non-oil 


exports caused mainly by 
strict government regulations. 

Iran is the largest exporter 
of crude in the Middle East 
after Saudi Arabia with an 
average sale of 25 milli on 
barrels a day. 

The bank also said that the 


country’s foreign debt had 
dropped to $16.8 billion last 
March from $22 billion a year 
before. 

About $I2J billion of the 
total debt is long and medi- 
um-term and the rest short- 
term, it added. 


EU states 
reject 12m 
jobs target 

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
European Union (EU) govern- 
ments have rejected proposals 
to target the creadon of 12 mil- 
lion jobs in five years and cut 
the bloc’s jobless rate from 
10.7 to seven percent^ 

Employment and Social 
Affairs ministers from the 15 
EU states have expressed con- 
cern that the adoption of head- 
line targets would raise false 
expectations that could lead to 
a popular backlash if die ambi- 
tious objectives are not met 

The ministers did, however, 
give broad backing to a range 
of measures outlined by the 
European Commission last 
week for presentation to EU 
leaders at a Nov. 2 1 summit on 
employment 

The package calls for every 
unemployed adult to be 
offered a job or training place 
within 12 months of becoming 
jobless and for an overhaul of 
social security systems to 
encourage people currently 
dependent on benefits to take 
up work. 

EU governments are also 
urged to cut the high payroll 
taxes that make it prohibitively 
expensive for firms to expand 
their workforces and stifle 
entrepreneurship and to boost 
spending on research from 1.9 
to 2.5 per cent of GDR 


Stewart Eisenstat, Under Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, U.S. State Department, 
and Accompanying Delegation Visit Al Hassan Industrial Estate and Century Investment Group’s Factories 


MR. EISENSTAT accompa- 
nied by the U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan and the 
USTR delegation were 
received at Century Wear 
facility during their visit on 
Wednesday to Al Hassan 
Industrial Estate. This visit 
conies amidst the U.S. State 
Department's efforts to 
investigate the possibility of 
declaring the Industrial 
Estate as a Qualified Indus- 
trial Zone (QIZ). This 
opportunity, once granted, 
will help anract foreign 
investment and contribute to 
tire promotion of social and 
economic development in 
the Kingdom. CIG’s Board 
of Directors, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Omar 
Sal ah, and its member repre- 
sentatives from the Jordan- 
ian Social Security, the 
Housing Bank, ibe Arab 
Banking Corporation, the 
National Bank, the Jordan 
University Investment Fund, 
the Yarmouk University 
Investment Fund, Near East 
Investment, Arab Investment 
Company, and individual 
prominent Jordanian busi- 
nessmen, along with CIG’s 
management team and rep- 
resentatives of its foreign 



Omar Salah 

* ■ - • 

partners, hosted a luncheon 
for His Excellency and the 
accompanying delegation 
during which Mr. Salah pre- 
sented CIG’s operations and 
its various industrial facili- 
ties. 

In his speech, Mr. Salah 
pointed out CIG's role in 
creating 1,000 job opportu- 
nities since it was first estab- 
lished in July, 1995, and fur- 
ther stated that the number 
of jobs will quadruple by the 
turn of the century. Me. 
Salah also provided a brief 
description about CIG’s 
operational and anticipated 
projects, all of which are 
joint ventures with foreign 


multinational companies 
capitalising on the foreign 
partners' technical know- 
how and access to 
international marketing 
channels, as well as, CIG's 
management capabilities 
and Jordan’s cost-effective 
quality conscious labour 
force. CIG’s portfolio of 
projects includes. 

1. Century Wear-Under- 
wear (men and women 
underwear department): a 
joint venture with Sara Lee, 
is the largest garment manu- 
facturing facility in Jordan. 
The plant employs more 
than 765 Jordanian workers, 
and produces world-class 
underwear for a variety of 
brand names such as Banana 
Republic. Victoria’s Secret, 
Polo/Ralph Lauren. J-Crew, 
and J.C. Penny. 

2. Century Canning Indus- 
tries: in partnership with 
Century Dutch Can Making 
Co., has completed an FDA 
approved food grade can 
manufacturing facility. This 
plant is the largest of its kind 
in Jordan, employs 60 work- 
ers, and produces square, 
rectangular and round food 
cans, in addition to crown 
cork caps for Pepsi Cola bot- 


tles. 

3. Century Gold Indus- 
tries: in partnership with 
Holland Gold, a world-class 
jewelery manufacturer. The 
operation includes stamping, 
casting, soldering and pol- 
ishing of gold jewelery. The 
factory employs 65 workers 
and technicians, and is the 
only one of its kind in Jor- 
dan. 

4. ■ Century 
Alkaline Batteries 
Factory: which is 
currently under 
construction and 
is in partnership 
with the American 
Company 
Nevron. This 
facility will 
employ 100 work- 
ers, and shall be 
the first facility in 
the entire Arab 
World to produce 
alkaline batteries. 

5. Century Electronics: in 
participation with the 
international giant Motorola 
for manufacturing of 
advanced electronic compo- 
nents. This project will pro- 
vide about 250 employment 
opportunities initially, and is 
anticipated that it will even- 


tually employ many more at 
later stages. 

6. Century Medical Tex- 
tiles: in cooperation with 
Standard Textile, an Ameri- 
can company headquartered 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. 
This facility will generate 
250 employment opportuni- 
ties. 

7. Century Plastics Indus- 


cooperation with Daniel 
Hechter Company of the 
United States to produce 
trousers and tailored men's 
suits. This factory will gen- 
erate 600 employmen 
opportunities. 

9. Computer Operation 
Centre in partnership with 
Sara Le: Sara Lee has decid- 
ed to move its corporate 



HOROSCOPE 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc, 
ARIES: 

(March 21 to April 19) It's marvellous day for. 
friends and meeting new people. If you haven’t 
several parties yet call around. You were only 
you forgot to leave the answering machine <xl 1 
today, because you'll soon be extremely busy at — 

taurus: . 

(April 20 to May 20) You thought you’d relax and; 

Saturday? Weil, guess again. An older person, 
ent, has a few projects in mind for you. The goc 
comply with all the requests, you could make son* 
uo a date with your sweetheart for tomorrow; ** 

* GEMINI: 

(May 21 to June 21) In the morning, you have ever, 
your way, so start new projects then. Everything 
affairs to trips across the country will go very weHri£f#i 
you can manage both, congratulations. Don’t start new" 
in the afternoon, however. T hey'll g o haywire. 

MOON CHILDREN: . ■ / 

(June 22 to July 21) It’s a decent day to go shopping,: ■fatfsg 
centraie on purchases for the house. If you did more 
than buying . yesterday, this is a good time to fbDow t 
Now that you know what's out there, it will be easier to: 
decision. Think it over carefully. v* 

LEO: 

(July 22 to August 21) You shouldn’t start new projects. Reads 
book Think of ways you can make more money. Actually; that 
check you’ve been waiting for may finally show op intfae maff- 
TraveL should go welL if you’re with friends you’ve kaowni 
long-time. Go back to a familiar place. f 

VIRGO: 

(.August 22 to September 22) You’ll find plenty of things to teep 
you busy this morning. Some are even lucrative. Are you ha ehy 
a garage sale, or whal? Meanwhile, the experience you’ve- 
gained recently at work has improved your reff-coofkkock 
You’re almost readv for a bigger challenge. r 

LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) Usually, you Sit from one topati: 
to another with lightning-fast speed. Consequently, you .never 
really get to know anything very wdL Tbday yoa’llfren^ 
patient and decisive. That could do wonders for your mmaofc: 
relationship, as well as in your scholastic pursuits. 

SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21) Everybody's in a great mood, so 
relax and join the festivities. You really should be bolding the 
party at your bouse. There’s a fascinating ambience there. It’s a 
combination of intellectual ism and creativity, phis a sense of 
spiritual renewal. Everybody wiD have a great time. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) Your best time, and evoyooe 
else'S. will be tins morning. Thar's when you can take bold 
action and reasonably expect a positive outcome. Lata- in the 
day, that won’t necessarily be true. The action you take then 
could be wasted. So, knock off early. 

CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) Go shopping this morning or visit 
friends. Perhaps you can do both in the same excursion. Do you 
have any friends who live near a great store? Or maybe you all | 
could go to where the best topping is, like to the heart erf the i 
city. Don’t waste money on something you don’t need 
AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) -Opportunities for adventure and 
happy surprises are plentiful. Don’t let your silly inhibitions get 
irrthe^way. Let a person yoe-k>vo<irag you-ettt-ofrfamflfcs ter- 
rain and into tiie area where you’re clueless. That's where true 
excitement really lies. 

PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) Help friends who are too analytical 
leam to relax. Give them the benefit of your wisdom. Discuss 
your own hopes and dreams with your sweetheart late: Have 
you been thinking about gening mamed?This afternoon world 
be a good time togo tookingftjraring. 


try (House and Garden Fur- 
niture & Appliances): in 
partnership with U.S. 
Leisure Plastics Company (a 
leading plastic manufactur- 
er) to establish a plastic 
injection molding operation, 
which will hire 150 employ- 
ees. 

8. Century Men’s Suits: in 


computer programming 
operation to Jordan. The ser- 
vice, which will entail textile 
manufacturing operations 
automation, will be sold to 
Delta in the first phase and 
will later be offered to other 
textile manufacturers. This 
project will employ 50 Jor- 
danian programmers. 



THE Daily Crossword 


A Precious World Of Gold And Gems. 


At Amra Forum Hotel Shops. Amman phone 5527 118 


ACROSS 
1 Cassini 
5 Countered 
10 Stiffly formal 
14 Falana or 


15 Playing flold 

16 Top-notch 

17 Culture medium 

18 Confederate 


Poussaint 

23 Time periods 

24 Ski lift 

26 Lon of old films 
29 Bureaus 

33 Residence 

34 Commonplace 

35 Totem pole 

36 Middte East 


37 Molar and 


naan 

aau 

mmmu 


!■■■ mummu am 


by Vivian O. Collins 


DOWN 

1 Saint of Nonway 

2 Trademark 

3 Israeli airfine 

4 Horticulturist 

5 Actress Nanette 

6 Cookies 

7 Authentic 

8 African antelope 


9 Sharpness of 
hearing 

10 Certain beepers 

11 Kind of horse 

12 Regarding' 

13 Persian kin 
19 Rid) ota 
21 Previous to 

24 Travis of music 

25 Alcoa character 

26 RedgBng sound 

27 Painter Winslow 

28 —add 

29 Wo^nan’s wear 

30 Spend, as 
energy 

31 Scope 

32 Guide 

34 Short and sweet 

37 Bound 

38 Angelic 
protector 

40 Compote 
ingredient 

43 Kind of knot 

44 Fast 

45 Barbie's beau 


□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ anno ciana 
□□□□a anaa □□□□ 
□□□□QaaQaaanaaa 

BHCIQ BQDQaO 

□□□□□a □□□ 

anna deed aaona 
□HaQQQaaQHaaaoa 
□□□□a □□□□ pnaa 

_ □□□ □□□□□□ 
anaoaa □□□□ 

□Qaaancaaaaanmna 
aaaa anaa aaaaa 
gaps dddq □□□□□ 
ttDBQa aaaa aasaa 


C 1897Tiauw “afa Sflfwcto. Jnc. 

AI rights itsanM. 


47 Birch family 
member 

48 Certain 
European 

48 Assert 
50 Grandmother 


51 Soft cheese 

52 Border lake 

53 Speak violently 

54 Places 
56 ‘—Bias" 

57 St. 



(Answers 

jumbles: BLOOD FOUO NEEDLE QUENCT _ . 0 
Answar What the secretary wanted the office ftanw 
to do -HOLD THE UNE 
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ID5 board of directors 
recommends to general 
assembly doubling bank’s 
capital to JD24m 

** THE BOARD of directors of the 
Industrial Development Bank (IDB) has 
decided to double the bank's capital from 
JD12 million to JD24 million in order to 
provide the needed liquidity for the 
bank’s operations and to continue sup- 
porting the industrial and tourism sector. 
According to IDB General Manager 
Rajah A1 Saad, the decision to double the 
capital was necessitated by the growth in 
the number and volume of loans during 
the recent years and in expectation of 
higher demand on financing from the 
hank 

The increase in capital, Mr. Saad 
explained, will be covered by granting 
shareholders a free half a share bonus for 
each share they hold for a total amount of 
JD6 million. The European Investment 
Bank will be allocated an equity equiva- 
lent to five million European Currency 
Units and the priority to cover the 
remaining amount will be given to pre- 
sent shareholders. If the shareholders did 
not cover the full amount, other investors 
will be asked to cover the difference. 

The bank’s general assembly will hold an 
extraordinary meeting on Nov. 6 to 
approve the increase in capital. In this 


regard. Mr. Saad praised the role of the 
European Investment Bank in supporting 
the IDB and noted that the Europeans 
have been supporting the bank for more 
than 20 years (A1 Ra’ij. 

Arab Bank willing to 
pay back funds left by 
depositors before 1948 

** THE ARAB Bank is still maintaining 
all the records of operations in Palestine 
including those which took place before 
1948 and, according to Chairman Abdul 
Majeed Shoman, the bank is ready to 
return the balances of accounts which 
depositors left in Palestinian branches 
before this date. 

Stressing that nothing was lost, Mr. 
Shoman said: “All records at Arab Bank 
branches _ which were operating before 
1948 are being kept." He indicated that 
Palestinians who stayed in their towns 
and villages after the creation of Israel 
have contacted the Arab Bank branches 
in the Palestinian territories and recov- 
ered their entitlements- 
The chairman emphasised that funds or 
deposits not claimed by clients will 
remain for their heirs who can demand 
payment upon proper identification. The 
hank considers every Palestinian "gmeh” 
as one Jordanian dinar t A1 Aswaq). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 10/10/9716:51 


GB Sterling 

CH Franc 
" JPYen 
CA Cottar 

nr Lira 

NLGoSder 
FR Franc 




US Dollar 
. Jordan Dfoar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Cebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


- 

1.7485 

0.5719 

- 

1.6214 

2.834 8 

0.6868 

120.02 

0.0083 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


2038 
21.98 
20.88 

1340 IMS’ 
UL Gas | 20530 199.00 


JOD Cross Rates 





SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


US Dollar 
GB. Sterling 
DEMark 
. CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 
IT Ufa 
source: denS 


0.708 0.710 

■i.1472 1.1529 

04043 04063 

04898 04922 

0.1203 0.1209 

0.5835 0.5864 

03589 03607 

0.4125 04146 
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341.000 
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■ 15.4 

1.19 

20 
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6.250 5.950 ARAB POTASH CO. 

11.040 10.450 JOR. PETROL. RSTINARY 
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WO. OF DAYS TRADED r 5 
DAILY AVERAGE OP TRADING VOLUME i JD 839,497 
PATT.T AVERAGE OP TRADED SHARES l 310,181 
BATLY AVERAGE OF CONTRACTS z 415 


DURING THE LAST 
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COMPANY NAME 


JOR TOURIST TRAMS. CO 
CENTRAL OEB. STORAGE 
JOR. TRADE PAC. 

MACH. BOP- RENT. MAIN. 
ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
ONION INV. 50* 

ZARA PCS INVESTMENT 
AL-SBARQ INV. CO. 
UNITED TOR FXBAM. INV 
ARAB POOD 6 MED. 

ARAB XEXL. IHV.TRD. 
JOR. INDS- MATCH -JEMCO 
NATL. TEXTILE 
MIDEAST FHARM. 75* 
JORDAN STEEL 
ARAB ELECT. 1HDS. 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
■All PHABM. 05* 

INDS. ENG- 
I -TEXTILE KANUP. 
PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 
■AIL. POULTRY 
READY KIN CONCRETE 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 
ARAB IMS. POOD PACT. 
KAXL. MULT. ESC. RAM ICO 
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18k Gold 

At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
^ 4 Phone5527118 Also in Brazil * | 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDiO HA 1.6 

Professions! quality to 
1 hour service 
Develop you* colour film 
at our stop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

- Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmetearri - Opposite 
Grin (flays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



GASTRONOMY J 


crown nora 
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TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 699634 
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Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around ihe CLOCK 
Every 30 Mrsuies from Abdoi 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Defcfls can : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
AbdaB Branch 553313 
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Swelfiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei 864230 - 865167 




























































io Sports 

World Cup qualifying 
down to the wire 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 11 , 1997 


PARIS (AFP) — Italy’s enticing 
World Cup showdown with England in 
Rome on Saturday is just one of a 
series of crucial matches as the battle 
for places in next season’s tournamenr 
in France comes down to the wire this 
weekend. 

The final matches in each of the nine 
European groups will be contested 
with group winners, assured of places 
in the finals along with the runner-up 
with the best record. Tbe other eight 
group runners-up — which could 
include the likes of England or Italy, 
Russia. Greece or Croatia — will face 
play-offs to determine whether they 
progress. 

Even perennial powerhouses 
Germany do not go into the weekend 
certain of qualifying — anfl they have 
been badly hit by injuries. 

The Germans are top in Group Nine, 
two points ahead of Ukraine and three 
in front of Portugal but with a vastly 
superior goal difference over both. 

With Albania bottom with only four 
points from nine games, it is unlikely 
Germans will slip up in Hannover, 
even given the absence of stars like 
Matthias Sammer and Ulf Kirsten. 

Portugal, meanwhile, need to beat 
Northern Ireland and hope second- 
placed Ukraine drop points in 
Armenia. 


The much-vaunted Italy-England 
Group Two match in Rome sees 1966 
winners England needing only a draw 
to advance, while the Italians need a 
win to avoid being forced tbe contest 

the play-offs. 

The situation is similarly clear in 
Group One, where Greece will seal 
their place in France if they win at 
home to Denmark and the Danes will 
advance if they ore triumphant or get a 
draw. 

Norway have a already sealed their 
spot from Group Three while Austria 
lead Group Four by two points going 
into their home game against Belarus. 
Scotland are assured of advancing 
either as group winners or as the run- 
ners-up with the best record — if they 
win at home to Latvia. 

Bulgaria, regular over-achievers, 
have already sealed their spot from 
Group Five while Spain, with a home 
match against the Faroe Islands, will 
qualify from Group Six. 

Holland need only a point against 
Turkey to be certain of progressing 
from Group Seven. The Turks still 
have a theoretical chance of overhaul- 
ing Belgium and finishin g second. 
Romania have already wrapped up 
Group Eight with the Republic of 
Ireland set to be runners-up barring a 
major mathematical miracle — even if 


they lose at home io the Romanians. 

There will also be vital weekend 
matches in Asia, South America and 
the CONCACAF region. 

With Argentina, Colombia and 
Paraguay already having qualified 
from South America, the interest all 
rests on Chile's home match with 
Peru. The home team need a win to 
overhaul the Peruvians for the final 
qualifying slot, while a draw will suf- 
fice for the visitors. 

Mexico need just a point against 
Canada in Edmonton on Sunday to 
make certain of their place from CON- 
CACAF, while unbeaten South Korea 
can tighten their grip on Asian Pool B 
if they win away to Kazakhstan in 
Almaty on Saturday. Uzbekistan host 
Japan with both teams virtually out of 
contention. 

In the tighter Asian Pool A. leaders 
Iran are inactive but Kuwait host 
China on Friday night and Saudi 
Arabia are at home to Qatar on 
Saturday. 

The teams to have already qualified 
are: France (hosts), Brazil (holders), 
Nigeria, Morocco, Tunisia, South 
Africa. Cameroon, Romania, Norway, 
Bulgaria, Spain, Argentina, Colombia. 
Paraguay. 


England make Ince captain 


ROME (AFP) — England coach Glenn Hoddle has made 
Paul ince his captain for Saturday’s crucial World Cup 
qualifying match with Italy here. 

The England coach had been expected to confirm Tony 
Adams as the skipper on his 31st birthday. 

The decision to make the Liverpool midfielder captain 
might mean Adams is unfit. 

The Arsenal defender has played just six games since 
returning from an ankle operation and a rib injury. 

Ince knowe all about die Olympic Stadium, having played 
there against both Lazio and Roma in his days with Inter 
Milan. 

The former Manchester United man, 30 later this month. 


has led England four times previously. 

He became the country’s first black skipper when he led 
Graham Taylor's team to U.S. Cup defeat against the 
Americans in Boston in 1993. 

Ince then led tbe side against Brazil later in the tourna- 
ment before being named by Hoddle as skipper for the 
March friendly with Mexico in the absence of Alan Shearer 
and the injured Adams. 

He also led England to victory over Italy in Nantes in last 
summer’s Toumoi de France. 

But there must be a massive doubt over whether Arsenal 
defender A dams will be fit to play. 


Douillet 
on top of 
the world 
— again 


PARIS (AFP) — David 
Douillet was being hailed 
as a French national hero 
Friday after completing a 
stunning hat-trick of 
heavyweight world titles 
at the Bercy sports stadi- 
um. 

Yet despite outwardly 
dislaying the confidence 
which had already made 
him one of tbe combat 
sport's all-time greats 
before his narrow triumph 
over Japan's Shinichi 
Shinohara, Douillet could 
have been forgiven for 
thinking a terrible motor- 
cycle accident last year 
would blight his chances. 

That was a huge setback 
for the man who scooped 
Over 95kg world champi- 
onship golds in 1993 and 
1995 as well as Olympic 
glory in Atlanta, while 
adding the open category 
gold in Chiba for good 
measure to become the 
first non-Japanese to ‘dou- 
ble up' in the two cate- 
gories. 

But in ending his 
Japanese rival’s hopes, fee 
28-year-old Douillet was 
finally able to savour 
probably his greatest tri- 
umph of all. 

“This win gives me 
enormous personal satis- 
faction. It shows it’s all 
been worth it, even if it has 
meant neglecting other 
areas of my life at times,” 
be declared. 



Olympic gold medallist Djamel Bouras of France (L) in action to beat Vladimir 
Shmakov of Uzbekistan in the 78kgs category at the World Judo Championships 
(Reuters photo) 


“Just think — a year ago 
1 had my leg in plaster, a 
cushion propping up my 
shoulder at 50 degrees,” 
said fifth Dan Douillet, a 
genial giant away from fee 
confines of (he tatami mat 
at lm97 and weighing in 
at 132kg. 

“But even after fee acci- 
dent and all fee problems. 
I’ve still managed to come 
through. And at 28. I'm 
still youDg — I can go on 
and accomplish a lot more 
yet in my life. It’s not 
about breaking records.” 

As France, judo-mad by 
comparison at least with 
its European neighbours, 
rushed to acclaim him, 
Douillet revealed he had at 
first had some doubts 
about his ability to return, 
fearing the serious leg and 
shoulder injuries he suf- 
fered in his crash might 
have permanently blighted 


his awesome power. 

But his mental strength, 
which Dutch judo legend 
Anton Geesink had identi- 
fied as a key factor in 
Douillet’s make-up, car- 
ried him through amid 
emotional scenes before 
more than 10,000 fans in 
the arena and millions 
more on television. 

Fellow Atlanta Olympic 
champion, welterweight 
star Djamel Bouras, says 
adkniringly of Douillet: 
“When he gets on feat mat, 
he’s a monster. He blends 
strength, power and intel- 
ligence and he’s not afraid 
of getting hurt.” 

Thanks to Douillet’s 
sterling efforts, the French 
squad can over the next 
three days realise an ambi- 
tion which has long 
burned deep within them 
— to oust the Japanese 
from fee top of the medals 


standings at a world cham- 
pionship. 

French federation tech- 
nical director Fabien 
Canu, hims elf a double 
world champion, secretly 
hoped his squad would at 
least match their three 
gold and three bronze 
totals achieved both in 
Chiba two years ago and at 
Atlanta 15 months ago. 

But with Christine Cicot 
weighing in wife an unex- 
pected women’s heavy- 
weight gold — at Japan’s 
expense — to complete a 
French double on 
Thursday, that goal looks 
more like a minimum tar- 
get. particularly when 
Monsieur Douillet will not 
have his final say here 
until Sunday's open event. 

He is in no mood to be 
beaten and fee Japanese, 
like the rest of fee world, 
have beeo warned. 



Hamed 

planning 

spectacular 

farewell 

SHEFFIELD (AFP) — 
Prince Naseem Hamed 
defends his World Boxing 
Organisation (WBO) feath- 
erweight title against Jose 
Badillo here in his home- 
town on Saturday in what 
is expected to be his last 
fight in Britain before 
heading off to find ‘fee big 
time’ in the United States. 

Provided Hamed beats 
his opponent in his eighth 
defence, promotor Frank 
Warren is set to announce 
his next bout will be 
against American Kevin 
Kelley in Madison Square 
Garden, New York, proba- 
bly before the end of the 
year. 

Hamed, 26, has always 
said he wants to make a 
bigger name for himself 
across fee Atlantic and the 
only obstacle to him 
achieving this goal appears 
to be Warren's connections 
with Don King. 

King owns the Showtime 
Television Network but it 
is rivals Home Box Office 
(HBO) who are being tout- 
ed as the company which 
will showcase Haraed’s tal- 
ents. 

All this would become 
irrelevant if the Prince 
were to lose his title to 
Badillo on Saturday night. 

Nor is it likely to be 
another walkover for 
Hamed against an oppo- 
nent who has won 20 of 21 
fights. 

Badillo knocked fee then 
DBF (International Boxing 
Federation) champion Tom 
‘Boom Boom' Johnson 
down three times on his 
way to a split decision 
defeat in December 1995 
— just over a year before 
Hamed beat Johnson to 
claim his WBO belt in 
eight rounds, only manag- 
ing two knockdowns in fee 
process. 

But Hamed is as cocky as 
ever, predicting he will 
knock out his Puerto Rican 
opponent inside three 
rounds. 

"I want to go out there 
and bash somebody up. 
That’s fee way I am,” says 
Hamed. “I just want to 
knock somebody clean out 
and feel good after doing it 
“I am impressive. I know 
1 am. That’s being confi- 
dent, not being boastful, 
and 1 cannot wait to show 
fee Sheffield public just 
what a champion they have 

got.' 



Baltimore Orioles second baseman Roberto Alomar goes high to avoid the slide of 
Cleveland Indians Omar Yizqnel on a double play bail hit by Indians Manny Ramirez 
in the fourth inning of game two of the 15)97 American League Championship Series 
at Camden Yards (Reuters photo) 

Grissom’s homer pulls Indians level 


BALTIMORE (AFP) — 
Marquis Grissom found tbe 
form feat made him a World 
Series hero fee past two 
years, sl amming a game- 
winning home run to give 
Cleveland a momentum- 
swinging baseball playoff 
triumph. 

Grissom’s three-run 
homer in: fee eighth 7 rinning 
here' Thursday lifted fee 
Indians past Baltimore 5-4 
to level the American 
League championship 
series at one victory each 
with game three set for 
Saturday in Cleveland. 

“It was a big emotional 
lift for us." Cleveland pitch- 
er Mike Jackson said. “A 
team can thrive off a situa- 
tion like this. It’s a big boost 
for our club going home. 
We have momentum.” 

Grissom hit a two-out 
slider off Oriole relief pitch- 
er Armando Benitez over 
fee deepest part of the 
Camden Yards centerfield 
wall. 

The Dominican 

righthander walked Sandy 
Alomar and Jim Thome to 
set up the homer. 

“He hung the slider and 
Grissom hit it" Orioles 
pitching coach Ray Miller 
said. “When you make a 
mistake, you will pay for 
it." 

Grissom, fighting the flu, 
was ■ a batting star for 
Atlanta of the National 
League fee past two years in 
the World Series before a 


March trade to Cleveland 
but struggled this season 
after switching leagues. 

“Over fee course of fee 
whole season, I took it as a 
learning process," Grissom 
said. “I couldn't be mad and 
upset the whole time. 

It is an adjustment It 
helped. Now it's time for 
me to put that in effect" 

Mike Bordick had put fee 
Orioles ahead 4-2 with a 
two-run single to right field 
in the sixth inning, but five 
Cleveland relievers com- 
bined to keep fee Orioles 
hitless over the final three 
innings. 

“We knew it wouldn’t be 
easy,” Baltimore’s BJ. 
Surhoff said 

“We knew it would be a 
tough series. We knew they 
wouldn’t quit” 

Benitez, who had struck 
out Grissom in their two 
prior matchups, was not as 
fortunate and had no coni' 
ment after fee game. 

“I had no qualms about 
going wife him,” Orioles 
manager Davey Johnson 
said. “I can’t think of anoth- 
er time this year Armando 
didn't bold them in fee 
eighth. It’s unfortunate. It’s 
a tough loss.” 

Each team had a key play- 
er hurt. Cleveland's David 
Justice strained his right 
shoulder evading a first- 
inning pickoff attempt. 

Baltimore's . Brady 
Anderson suffered a groin 
pull. Both appear to be 


minor injuries. 

Cleveland’s Manny 
Ramirez hit a two-run 
homer in the first inning and 
Ripken smacked a two-run 
homer in the second inning 
for fee only runs until 
Bordick's hit. 

Ripken slammed a knee- 
high fastball over fee left- 
field fence for fee equaliz- 
ing homer. Cuban-bom 
Rafael Palmeiro doubled to 
set up Ripken’s first career 
playoff homer in 9 1 times at 
bat over 24 post-season 
games. 

The Orioles were lucky to 
escape fee first inning trail- 
ing only 2-0 after a bonid 
start by left-handed pitcher 
Jimmy Key, who has won 
here only once since May 7. 

Key hit only five batters 
in 212 regular-season 
innings but struck three 
Indians with first-inning 
throws, a single-inning 
playoff record for hit batters 
over nearly a century of 
baseball. 

Cleveland's inability to do 
more damage against Key 
nearly cost them dearly. Tbe 
Indians stranded seven base 
runners in Key’s .fonr 
innings. 

Orioles ace Mike Mussina 
and Indians veteran Orel 
Hershiser will pitch game 
three Saturday. The Indians 
will use 21 -year-old rookie 
Jaret Wright against game 
one winner Scott Erickson 
in game four Sunday. 
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Henman impressive as he closes on all-British se 

VIENNA (AFP) — Tim Australian Mark fee Slovak to break back — Kucera and 


VIENNA (AFP) — Tim 
Henman of Britain took just 
63 minutes to overwhelm 
Karol Kucera of Slovakia in 
straight sets Friday and 
advance to the semi-finals 
of the CA Trophy ATP Tour 
event. 

Henman won 64, 6-1 to 
set up fee possibility of an 
all-British semi-final. 

He will play compatriot 
Greg Rusedski if his fellow 
Briton beats American Todd 
Martin in his quarter-final 
later on Friday. . 

Henman reached fee 
serais for fee second 
straight week. He. lost to 


Australian Mark 

Philippoussis in fee last four 
in Basle, Switzerland, last 
week. 

The 23-year-old from 
Oxford, ranked 21st, mixed 
power and consistency with 
some excellent touch as he 
outplayed Kucera, who had 
beaten top seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov earlier in the 
event ■ 

Henman began the match 
with an ace, broke Kucera 
wife fee aid of a lob and a 
double fault to go 3-1 up 
and then served for fee first 
set at 5-3. He squandered to 
two set points and allowed 


fee Slovak to break back — 
his only slip-up of fee 
match. 

Henman then redoubled 
his efforts, immediately 
breaking Kucera wife the 
aid of another double fault 
to take fee set 6-4 in 39 min - 
utes. 

The second set was one- 
way traffic after Henman 
broke for 3-1 thanks to 
another double fault, 
Kucera’s fifth, and a fore- 
hand feat fee Slovak - 
sprayed wide. 

The British No. 2 romped 
home by winning the last 
five games as 32nd-ranked 


Kucera and his coach 
Miloslav Mecir looked 
increasingly downcast. 

Henman reached the sev- 
enth semi-final of his career- 

The other quarter-finals 

see third-seed Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia play* 
ing Bohdan Ulihrach of the 
Czech Republic and Swede 
Magnus Lars son against 
former Wimbledon champ’' 
on Richaid Krajicek of & 
Netherlands. 
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PHILADELPHIA "!■ 

Bruce Willis.. in 

THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 


TV' 


CINEMA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 




a PHILADELPHIA n 2 , 

k A 

Eddie Murphy ...in 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 


TEL; 634144 CINEMA TEL-699238 

PLAZA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


John Travolta & 
Nicholas Cage ... in 

FACE OFF 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 
8:30, 10:30 


A, 


COHCOAD 

Holly Hunter & 
Sigourney Weaver ...in • ■ 

COPY CAT 

(12:30, 3:30, 6:15,8:30, 10:30) 

cohco'hd *2- 

Cindy Cranford ...in 

FAIR GAME 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


J 


"Cinema 

GALLERIA 


TEL: 079 33430 


ABDOUN 

Will Smith & 
Tommy Lee Jones ... in 

MEN IN BLACK 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 




CINEMA TEL 079 33*30 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 

MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 
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Watch out for the new ploy . 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE? 
OF PEOPLE 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Robson awaits Porto cash 

LISBON (AFP) — Former England World Cup manager 
Bobby Robson failed to reach an out of court settlement 
with his former club Porto but said Friday he would con- 
tinue the legal battle over 70 million escudos ($392,000 ) 
he claims Porto owe him in back pay. He left Porto for 
Barcelona two seasons ago and Porto claim they never 
received 100 million pesetas (5670.000) in compensation 
from the Spanish side. 

Mosley reelected FIA president 

PARIS (AFP) — Max Mosley was re-elected president of 
the International Automobile Federation by a sbow of 
bands here Friday. The 57-year-old Briton was the only 
candidate. He was elected for a first four-year term in 
1993. 

Zagreb pay for hooligan fans 

GENEVA (AFP) — Croatia Zagreb, whose fans went on 
the rampage in Zurich after winning their UEFA Cun 
game last month, have been fined 100,000 Swiss Francs 
($67,000). 

Armstrong splits with French team 

SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (AFP) — French professional 
cycling team Cofidis have split up with former world 
champion Lance Armstrong of Texas who hopes to race 
again after winning his battle against cancer. “We sup- 
ported Lance for a year but his agent has made an unrea- 
sonable demand on us taking up an option,” a team offi- 
cial said. Armstrong was expected to ride for U.S .Postal 
next season. He never rode for Cofidis as be went down 
with testicular cancer shortly after si gnin g for them in 
1996. 


Donadoni to return to Italy 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Italian star Roberto Donadoni has 
decided to leave the New York/New Jersey MetroS tars to 
return to his former club, AC Milan. Donadoni, 34, who 
joined the MetroStars of Major League Soccer in Febru- 
ary 1996, played 52 games for them over two seasons. He 
was previously with Series A giants AC Milan for ten 
seasons. 

Brazil leave it late against Morocco 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — Brazil beat Morocco 2-0 in 
Thursday’s friendly international here thanks to late goals 
from DeNilson who opened the score in die 80th minute 
and who then slotted home a penalty two minutes from 
time. 


Hingis to face Maleeva 

FILDERSTADT (AFP) — Top seed Martina Hingis will 
face Bulgaria's Magdalena Maleeva in the last eight of the 
WTA Tour event here. Unseeded Maleeva breezed into 
the quarterfinals on Thursday with 6-2, 6-3 triumph over 
Italian Rita Grande 6-2. 6-3 to earn a meeting with the 
top-ranked Swiss teen. In other second-round matches on 
Thursday. No.8 seed Irina Spirlea of Romania beat Slova- 
kia’s Karina Habsudova 6-2, 6-0, Japan’s Naoko Sawa- 
matsu defeated American Mary Joe Fernandez 6-2, 0-6, 6- 
3 anti fifth-seed Amanda Coetzer of South Africa downed 
Russian teenager but Anna Koumikova 3-6. 6-3, 6-4. 
American Lisa Raymond, who upset second-seeded Jana 
Novotna on Wednesday, faces Sawamatsu in the quarters 
while Coetzer plays Party Schnyder of Switzerland and 
Spirlea meets Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 
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'''Convenient Location : Between the International 
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and ask for George 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAM H1RSCH 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

*864 

063 

vQJ 962 

*J84 

WEST EAST 

* A Q 7 * J 1Q632 

OA9875 C Q J 104 

0 Void 0 8 5 

+AKQ73 *92 

SOUTH 
*K 9 
TK2 

OAK 10743 
*1063 

TV bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 Dbl 20 2 * 

Pm SO 50 Pom 

Pms Dbl Pin PUs 

Foss 

Opening lead: King of * 

Don't rely on partner finding the 
nght defense if it lies within your 
power to make life easy for all con- 
cerned. Here's an example of what 
we mean. 

At both tables of a team znateb, 
the final contract was five dia- 
monds doubled by South. Six hearts 
is an excellent contract for East- 
Wfltt, esuedaUv in light of South's 


HELP YOURSELF : 

opening bid, and on this lie of tne 
cards a grand slam rolls in. Howev- 
er, it is by no means easy to get 
above game, so it was very impor- 
tant for the defense to extract the 
maximum penalty- 
At both tables, the opening lead 
was the king of dubs, on which 
East produced the nine. Next eame 
the ace. and East completed an 
echo ^ dropping the deuce. At one 
table West continued with the 
queen, and East lazily discarded a 
low spade- West was now end- 
played Whether the defender con- 
ceded a ruff-duff or broke a major- 
suit, declarer was able to escape 
with only three l«ers in the majors, 
and six losers overall — 800 to 
East-West . 

At the other table West taking 
note of partner’s echo in dubs, 
made sure that the defense would 
not err. At trick three West contin- 
ued with the seven of dubs, forcing 
partner to ruff 

East made no mistake with the 
rest of the defense. To the fourth 
trick East led the queen of heart* 
Dedarer did as well as possible by 
refusing to cover, but East contin- 
ued the partnership's excellent 
defense by abandoning hearts in 
favor of the jack or Bpades. That 
spelled down four — 1,100 to East- 
West, or eight International Match 
Points. 


Ali 

auction 
turns up 
new 
treasure 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
An unprecedented sale of 
Muhammad Ali memorabilia 
will include one treasure that 
collector Ronnie Paloger 
didn't even know about until 
Christie’s began promoting 
the auction. 

The find — an astrological 
chart drawn mi a handker- 
chief, along with a predic- 
tion of Ali’s victory over 
George Foreman in Kin- 
shasa. Zaire — was sewn 
into the hem of the robe 
which Ali wore into the ring 
against Foreman on October 
30. 1974. 

Ali, who had waited seveo 
years to reclaim the world 
heavyweight title from Fore- 
man, didn't know himself 
that the prediction was there, 
said Christie’s sports memo- 
rabilia expert Don Flanagan. 

Flanagan said the auction 
bouse was contacted by 
Michael Fish, one of the 
makers of the robe, after the 
garment was displayed in 
London in August- 
‘Astrologer Frederic 
Davies predicts 1974 World 
Champion Muhammad Ali,” 
is written on the handker- 
chief, directly over the circu- 
lar aonological chart that is 
annotated with Ali's date of 
birth and the date, time and 
place of the fight 
The white calf length robe 
t rimm ed with African pat- 
terns and elaborate bead- 
work, is the centerpiece of 
the collection, and is expect- 
ed to fetch upwards of 
$ 100 , 000 . 

A label in the robe reads 
“Christopher Lynch and Mr. 
Fish for The Greatest Zaire 
— September 24th. 1974." 

Paloger, who describes 
himself as a lifelong Ali fan, 
said the Zaire robe would be 
the hardest item to part with. 

“1 would say the robe from 
Africa, if yoa really pinned 
me down,” said Paloger, 
adding that he expected the 
October 19 auction in Los 
Angeles to be a “bitter- 
sweet" experience. 

"This was pretty much a 
five-year labor of love full- 
time,” paloger said. “I did 
classified ads, was the first 
one at shows, I -went through 
archival newspapers looking 
for information. There was a 
lot of sort of detective work. 

Ali has complained recent- 
ly that some of the items in 
the collection were taken 
without permission by mem- 
bers of his entourage. 

But Flanagan said 99 per 
cent of the items, such as 
posters, banners buttons and 
other promotional materials, 
tickets to fights and score- 
cards, were never in the 
champion’s possession. 

Of the remainder, 27 items 
were bought at public auc- 
tions or sales, Flanagan said, 
and no one connected with 
Ali has contacted Christie’s 
to claim ownership. 

Almost all of the items 
were displayed for eight 
months in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. All’s hometown, an 
exhibit attended by Ali and 
his family. 

Taken as a whole, the col- 
lection tracks Ali’s career 
from fads earliest amateur 
days until 1978, when be 
defeated Leon Spinks to 
become the first man to win 
the heavyweight crown three 
times. 

It also details the battles 
with authorities that made 
Ali a controversial figure in 
the turbulent 1960s. 

Another big-ticket item, 
expected to fetch $100,000 
or more, is a six-page letter 
written by Ali to U.S. mili- 
tary authorities in 1966 
requesting exemption from 
the Vietnam War draft on the 
basis of his religious beliefs. 

His request was denied, 
and Ali was eventually 
found guilty of draft eva- 
sion, stripped of his title and 
sentenced to five years 
imprisonmenL 
Three and a half years later 

the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned his conviction. In 
the meantime. Ali had 
become a hero of the anti- 
war movement. 
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Tactical battle shapes up in Japan GP 


SUZUKA (AFP) — Tacti- 
cal warfare opened 
between W illiams and Fer- 
rari in Friday’s first prac- 
tice for the Japanese Grand 
Prix where Jacques Vil- 
leneuve could clinch the 
world championship 
against Michael Schu- 
macher. 

Ferrari were the most 
successful in the opening 
battle, Schumacher’s team- 
mate Eddie Irvine setting 
the day’s fastest time, 
while Heinz-Harald 

Frentzen’s Williams was 
fourth quickest 
“Irvine was concentrat- 
ing on qualifying in front 
of us, so I hope he won’t 
be, because he could easily 
block us," Villeneuve said 
“I hope I won't have to 
work at that for the Cham- 
pionship.” 

Schumacher and Vil- 
leneuve both concentrated 
on preparing their cars for 
the race, posting only 10th 
and 11th times respective- 
ly- 

Villeneuve 's only prob- 
lem came when a tyre was 
damaged by debris, which 
cut his allocation by one 
set annoying but not criti- 
cal, the team said. 

Though there is little 
apparent tension, both 
sides were taking any 
opportunity to try a little 
psychological warfare. 

Schumacher said point- 
edly: ‘1 stopped early this 
afternoon because I bad 
finished today's planned 
programme and I did not 
want to use another set of 
tyres.” 

Irvine complained that 
even while speeding up to 
the quickest time, his car 
was nervous and unstable, 
though he improved it 
later. 

He was nearly two sec- 



Canada's Jacques Villeneuve leaves his W illiams 
Renault’s pit after finishing the first free practice ses- 
sion for Sunday’s Japanese Grand Prix. Villeneuve has 
a nine-point lead over Germany’s Michael Schumacher 
in the FI world title race (Renters photo) 


Germany’s Michael Schumacher smiles in the pit lane 
before the first free practice session at Suzuka Circuit 
for Sunday’s Formula One Japanese Grand Prix. Schu- 
macher in a Ferrari set the tenth fastest time of one 
minute 40.460 (Renters photo) 


onds faster than Vil- 
leneuv^, but running with 
new tyres and little fuel. 

“Michael is only two 
tenths of a second ahead, 
which is not important,” 
Villeneuve retorted. “I’m 
not too worried about 
that.” 

He added that he was not 
watching him at all. “All 
that counts is to be in front 
of him in the race,” he said. 

Villeneuve will win the 
tide if he wins one more 
point than Schumacher on 
Sunday. If not, the title race 
will go down to the wire at 
the final Grand Prix in 
Jerez, Spain, on Oct. 26. 

Schumacher’s brother 
Ralf, in a Jordan Peugeot, 
was second fastest ahead of 
Olivier Panis in a Prost 
Mugen Honda, before its 
engine exploded. 

Ralf Schumacher, who 
put his brother out of the 
last race at the first comer. 


rejected suggestions he 
might make moves to help 
him stay in the tide race 
here. 

“Every year he is going 
for the championship,” 
Ralf said. “I didn’t start in 
Formula One to help him 
win championships.” 

The tide war could be 
complicated by the tyre 
war. Bridgestone, which 
prepared special tyres for 
the race on the track it 
knows best, had Panis in 
third and Damon Hill’s 
Arrow Yamaha in seventh 
place against the 
Goodyear-shod major 
teams. 

Such drivers could influ- 
ence both qualifying and 
the outcome of the race. 
Hill, who won the tide here 
last year, said he was just 
“an interested spectator,” 
but added: “I'd be very 
keen not to obstruct some- . 
one when something as big 


as the championship is at 
stake.” 

But he was clearly enjoy- 
ing himself. “I had some 
fun in that session, and on a 
few occasions I was well a 
truly hanging it out,” Hill 
said. 

Panis is . at his second 
race since recovering from 
breaking both legs in a 
mid-season accident in 
Canada. 

“To be third on the grid 
overnight is a nice way to 
kick off the weekend,” he 
said. 

He conceded there was a 
great deal of work to be 
done to keep the position 
and that he still had some 
way to go to get back fully 
into racing. 

“As I progressively get 
more confidence in die 
car,” he said “I know that 
there is more to come from 
me.” 

Jean Alesi, fifth in the 


Benetton Renault, unusual- 
ly expressed himself very 
satisfied. 

He said he was “totally 
focused” on his batde for 
third place in the champi- 
onship with Frentzen, one 
point ahead, and David 
Coulthard, four points 
behind Alesi. 

“That is my objecuve and 
I will do all I can to get to 
it,” Alesi said. 

Coulthard was eighth and 
McLaren Mercedes team- 
mate Mika Hakkinen back 
in 14th, but team boss Ron 
Dennis said the team was 
“comfortable” with the 
results. Hakkinen had a 
minor spin and Coulthard 
was blocked on his poten- 
tially fastest lap. 

Off the track, popular 
Japanese driver Ukyo 
Katayaraa announced he 
would be retiring from For- 
mula One at the end of this 
season after six years. 


China launches 6lympic-size National Games 


SHANGHAI (AFP) — 
China will on Sunday 
launch its National Games, 
an event bigger than the 
Olympics, amidst mounting 
speculation that it will bid 
for the 2008 Olympics. 

Chinese officials sought 
to dampen the conjecture 
Friday as they prepared to 
partially lift the veil of 
secrecy over the country’s 
sporting power. 

But International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) 
president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch will be at the 
opening ceremony of the ; 
eighth National Games, 
which will have 13,000 
competitors. 

The IOC says China has 
already expressed an inter- 
est in the 2008 Games with 
Beijing or Shanghai die 
likely candidate. But Sports 
Minister Wu Shaozu said: 
“So far, we have not seri- 
ously pondered upon that 
issue.” 

Other Chinese sports offi- 
cials have also insisted the 
topic has not even been dis- 
cussed by the Chinese 
Olympic Committee, 
although there is still plenty 
of time to make a bid and 
Samaranch is known to be a 
supporter of such a candi- 
dacy. 

China lost out to Sydney 
for the 2000 Games in one 
of the most intense and bit- 
ter lobbying campaigns in 
Olympic history. 

Wu insisted that Beijing's 
loss was due to “non-sports 
factors,” a reference to 
China’s human rights 
which were raised by 


China's opponents through- 
out the campaign. 

Shanghai has pulled out 
all the stops to make sure 
these Games are a success, 
spending $700 million on 
building or refurbishing 
stadiums and other facili- 
ties. 

The opening ceremony, 
entitled “Long Live The 
Motherland,” will be in the 
new 80.000 capacity Barrel 
complex, which cost $170 
milli on. 

The whole city has been 
festooned with banners and 
posters apd Games will also 
see athletes from Hong 
Kong taking part for the 
first time-, since its return 
from British rule. 

Despite its poor returns 
from the Atlanta Olympics 
last year, China is by far 
Asia's sporting superpower 
and the National Games 
will be a rare opportunity to 
see it in full force. 

“We want them to bear 
national. Asian and world 
records,” the sports minis- 
ter added. 

The 28 sports will include 
China’s star swimmers, led 
by Le Jingyi, the 100 metre 
freestyle Olympic champi- 
on, now largely free of die 
drug shadow that cast them 
in scandal at the 1994 Asian 
Games. 


Athletics has been anoth- 
er area where China has 
made major progress, but 
there are question marks 
over both of the country's 
star names. 

Olympic women’s 5,000 
metre champion Wang 
Junxia is now back in train- 
ing having seen China's 
dismal performance at the 
world championships in 
Athens in July. But it was 
not known if she would run 
in Shanghai. 

Her estranged mentor, 
supercoach Ma Junren is 
expected to be with his 
squad at the National 
Games but his associates 
have warned not to expect 
any records. 

Ma stunned the world 
when Wang and his other 
athletes set three world 
records at the last National 
Games in 1993. 

Rumours in China said 
Ma had not been included 
in the Liaoning team dele- 
gation for Shanghai, but 
Cui Dalin, chief of the 
Liaoning Physical Culture 
and Sports Commission, 
said Ma would be there. 

The games will break new 
ground however by intro- 
ducing foreign judges for 
the first time in their 40 
year history. 

Two foreign judges will 


control the water polo com- 
petition, but their names 


and nationalities are being 
kept a secret. 


PROJECT ANALYST VACANCY 


A Company in the held of Industrial and 

Technological Investment has a vacancy for a 

Project analyst with the following qualifications : 

1- Bachelor degree in Engineering, Economics 
or Business Administration (Preference will 
be given to MSc degree holders / US 
Universities graduates). 

2- Minimum three years experience in industrial 
projects development & evaluation, 
techno-economic feasibility studies, project 
appraisal & follow-up. 

3- Excellent command of English language 
( reading , writing and speaking ). 

4- Computer skills. 

please send resumes no later than two 
weeks from the date of this 
advertisement to fax No. 689043 or 
P.O.Box 941705, Amman - 11194, Jordan 
Envelopes addressed 
Project Analyst Vacancy 


Wanted 


■ Chef Tex - Mex Cuisine 
• Chef French Cuisine 

Only persons with relevant experience may apply to 
P.O. Box 5639, Amman 11 183- Jordan. 

Or contact Tel.: 606572 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY CO., 

EXTENSION ANNOUNCEMENT 
TENDER NO. 6, 7, 8/97 

UPGRADING OF AMMAN, IRBID AND ZARQA 
LPG FILLING STATIONS 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. announces the extension 
of the a.m. tenders until 2.11.1997 instead of 19.10.1997 to 
read as follows:- 

* Offers must be submitted at the company's Head Office 
not later than (12:00) Hrs of Sunday 2.1 1.1997. 

Chairman 


JOB VACANCIES 


One of the leading Kuwaiti companies 
specialized in HVAC Maintenance Services, has 
vacancies for: 



Candidateswftfr^ requirements 

• Electrical or 

• ” r : L M^^|paf ii_e!d. ' 

years in 

♦ Fluent m the Isiglish; language. . 

• Excellent Communication & persona! skills 


.‘’m . v **."”j*v : 


Salary hasoofhni&ti^for the right candidate. 


Applicants should be able to 
enter Kuwait via the Kuwaiti 
immigration laws 


If you believe that you suit the above profile, 
please send us your resume, attention to the 
Maintenance manager - 


Fax: (96.3) 4836243 
e-mail: "ul Jgrup'iku wa il.net 

P.O.Box 144, Safa I 13002, State of Kuwait 






■ aaaa 
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Weizman shocked by level of U.S. distrust of Netanyahu; 
hundreds of Israelis demand prime minister’s resignation 

Albright apologises 
for spokesman’s leak 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


president ezer 

Weizman. wrapping up a 
five-day U.S. trip, said he was 
shocked by US. leaders 
“immense lack of trust” in 
Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

President Weizman told the 
Haaretz daily in an interview 
published Friday that he 
repeatedly found himself in a 
position of having to defend 
Mr. Netanyahu- “Bibi’s got a 
big problem in America,” Mr. 
Weizman said, referring to 
Mr. Netanyahu by his widely 
used nickname. 

Isiaeli-U.S. relations have 
become increasingly troubled 
in recent weeks. 

Last month, Mr. Netanyahu 
angered U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright by 
announcing the construction 
of 300 mote units in a Jewish 
settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem at a time when she 
was seeking a timeout in con- 
struction. Just before Mr 
Netanyahu's announcement, 
Ms. Albright had spoken to 
him by phone, and he had 
made no mention of new con- 
struction plans. 

The U.S. is also upset over 
Israel’s botched assassination 
of Hamas politburo chief 
Khaled Misha’ al in Amman 

Ms. Albright has said she 
does not want to speak to Mr. 
Netanyahu amid American 
anger at the- rightwing 
leader’s policies, Maariv, an 
Israeli paper, reported Friday. 

‘T have nothing to say to 
him. We have made efforts 
and none of them have 
worked” Ms. Albright told 


Israeli President Weizman 
during his visit to Washington 
this week, the daily Maariv 
said. 

Ms. Albright rejected a 
request by Ml Weizman that 
she invite Ml Netanyahu to 
the U.S.. or at least speak to' 
him. the paper said 

However. Ml Netanyahu’s 
senior adviser; David Bar- 
Ill an, said Friday that Israeli- 
U.S. ties were not in trouble. 
“We feel the relations are 
good There is constant com- 
munication and collaboration 
between the two countries,” 
Mr. Bar-Dlan said 

He noted dial this week’s 
visit by U.S. Mideast coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross was a suc- 
cess, ending with an unex- 
pected meeting between Ml 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Weizman said be told 
Ms. Albright and President 
Bill Clinton feat Mr. 
Netanyahu was committed to 
fee peace process, and that fee 
U.S. would have no choice 
but to work with him since he 
was elected democratically. 

Haaretz said President 
Weizman indicated that 
President Clinton and Ms. 
Albright were angry at Mr. 
Netanyahu for going back on 
his word such as misleading 
fee secretary of state on the 
Jewish settlement issue. 

The Israeli president said he 
was aware of growing dissat- 
isfaction wife Mr. 
Netanyahu’s style. “I knew 
about it before but bearing it 
first band was not pleasant,” 
he told Haaretz. 

“There is a bad atmosphere 
between Bfbi and several 
world leaders, from Mubarak 


to Albright There is a lot of 
cynicism about him.” 

President Weizman himself 
had his run-ins wife Mr. 
Netanyahu, wife the prime 
minister reportedly angry 
about the president’s active 
role in the peace process. The 
presidency is a largely cere- 
monial position in Israel, but 
fee outspoken Weizman, who 
helped negotiate fee 1979 
peace treaty between Israel 
and Egypt, has been more 
involved in day-to-day poli- 
tics. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
Israelis demonstrated 

Thursday outside fee 
Netanyahu residence, calling 
on him to resign to keep the 
country out of a war, witness- 
es said. 

Police detained at least two 
Israelis when clashes erupted 
between protesters and secu- 
rity officers in fee demonstra- 
tions organised by tire left- 
wing Peace Now movement 

A few demonstrators were 
lightly injured in scuffles with 
police. 

“Netanyahu resign, you are 
leading us to war," read signs 
the protesters held outside Mr. 
Netanyahu’s home. 

The demonstrators also 
called on fee right-wing 
leader to establish a state 
inquiry into a Mossad secret 
service attempt last month to 
murder Hamas leader 
Misha’ al. 

Ml Netanyahu has appoint- 
ed a “clarification commit- 
tee” to investigate the fiasco. 
In Israel, the prime minister is 
seen as holding top responsi- 
bility for fee Mossad. 



Israeli riot police hold back demonstrators, carrying 
a poster of Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
which reads in Hebrew ’Bibi leads to war,' as they 


call for his resignation, Thursday. One woman was 
injured and a man arrested in clashes with police 


during the protest by hundreds of Peace Now 
activists outside the prime minister's official resi- 
dence (Reuters photo) 


Israel says seeking way to 
extradite murder suspect 


TEL AVIV (API — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has informed 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright that 
Israel is seeking a legal way 
to extradite a Maryland 
teen-ager sought in a grisly 
U.S. killing, an aide said 
Friday. 

The case has strained 
Israeli-U.S. relations, with 
an angry Congress consid- 
ering large aid cuts to Israel 
if 17-year-old Samuel 
Sheinbein is not returned to 
Maryland for trial. 

Sheinbein is charged in 
Montgomery County, 
Maryland, in the death of 
Alfredo Enrique Tello, 19, 
whose burned and dismem- 
bered body was found Sept. 
18 in a Washington suburb. 

Sheinbein came to Israel a 


few days later, and was 
arrested at the request of 
U.S. authorities. On 
Wednesday, an Israeli court 
ordered him held for IQ 
more days. A team of 
Maryland legal and police 
officials visited Israel this 
week. 

Sheinbein ’s lawyer. 
Former Justice Minister 
David Libai, comends that 
Israel cannot extradite 
Sheinbein because he has 
Israeli citizenship through 
his father. 

The elder Sheinbein was 
bom in Palestine in 1944, 
but left for the U.S. at age 
six. Under Israeli law, par- 
ents automatically pass 
their citizenship on to their 
children. 

Israeli law also stipulates 
that citizens suspected of 


having committed a crime 
abroad must be tried and 
serve their sentence in 
Israel. Ms.. Albright has told 
Ml Netanyahu she expect- 
ed “maximum cooperation” 
in the case. 

Ml Netanyahu wrote to 
Ms. Albright on the matter 
this week, assuring her that 
Israel’s interior ministry is 
studying the citizenship file 
of the elder Sheinbein and 
other documents, and that 
Sheinbein will be extradited 
if it is found feat this is 
legal. 

Mr. Netanyahu wrote feat 
he “will tty whatever possi- 
ble to satisfy the American 
request for extradition with- 
in the framework of the 
law,” said Mr. Netanyahu's 
senior adviser, David Bar- 
Dlan. 



Israelis si 
on Prime 
in the aftermath 
Mossad spy agency to assassinate Hamas leader 
Khaled Misha'al on Sept. 25 (Reuters photo) 


U.S. exerts pressure on 
Egypt to attend MENA 


CAIRO (AFP) — The U.S. 
on Thursday, urged Egypt to 
attend the Middle East and 
North Africa i.MENA) eco- 
nomic conference next month 
in Doha. Qatar which has 
drawn protests from Arab 
states opposed to Israeli par- 
ticipation. 

An official U.S. request to 
attend tile Nov. 16-18 forum 
was submitted to Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
by visiting U.S. Under- 
secretary of State for 
Economic and Agriculture 
Affairs Stuart Eizenstat. 

Mr. Eizenstat told reporters 
he handed Mr. Musa a mes- 
sage from U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
underscoring fee “need to 
convene the Doha conference 
and for a high-ranking offi- 
cial and private sector partici- 
pation.” 

The U.S. envoy said it was 
imperative to “separate politi- 
cal consideration and the eco- 
nomic conference because 
investors wishing to invest in 
Egypt and the Middle East 
look for a climate of stability 
and want to feel feat fee 
obstacles blocking fee peace 
process do not undermine 
their investments.” 

Earlier, he told the Good 
Morning Egypt talk show on 
state television; “Only about 
seven per cent of all fee trade 
in fee Middle East is among 
and between fee countries of 


the Middle East 

“If we can encourage more 
cooperation regionally, then 
Egypt can grow faster and 
there will be more markets 
for its exports," Mr. Eizenstat 
said 

“President [Bill] Clinton 
and Secretary of State 
Albright think it’s absolutely 
critical that Egypt send a 
strong and high level delega- 
tion [to the MENA forum] 
and feat other Arab countries 
do as well,” Mr. Eizenstat 
said 

He stressed that the confer- 
ence- “is not a reward for 
Israel” and should not be 
linked to “the ups and downs 
of the peace process.” 

“I think (me of fee most 
serious mistakes would be if 
countries boycott because of 
concerns about the peace 
process,” he added 

Mr. Musa said Egypt had 
not yet made up its mind 
whether to attend the confer- 
ence, according to Mr. 
Eizenstat. 

Meanwhile, the secretary 
general of the Cano-based 
Arab League, Esmat Abdul 
Meguid received on 
Thursday an official invita- 
tion from Qatar to attend the 
MENA conference, Arab 
League spokesman Talaat 
Hamedsaid 

Mr. Hamed did not say if 
Mr. Abdul Meguid had 
accepted the invitation. 


Armed Algerian group 
calls truce alongside AIS 


BONN (AFP) — One of 
Algeria’s smaller armed 
groups, the Islamic League 
of Daawa and Jihad (preach- 
ing and holy war — HDD) 
confirmed in a statement on 
Friday that it would irnmedi- ' 
ately observe a trace. 

The statement made avail- 
able in Bonn also demanded 
total freedom for Islamist 
leader Abassi Madani, who 
is currently under house 
arrest in Algiers. 

The group, among armed 
Islamists rose up against fee 
secular regime in 1992 after 
it cancelled general elections 
the now-outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), head- 
ed by Sheikh Madani, was 
poised to win. 

The LIDD called on all 
units under its command to 
respect a ceasefire, follow- 
ing a similar statement 
issued in London on 
Thursday, which said that 
the truce would start 
Saturday. 

The Bonn communique 
also called for the release 
from prison of FIS number 
two Ali Belhadj. 

The LIDD groups about 
100 fighters mainly in the 
Medea region in Algeria 
south of the capital, a source 
close to Islamist circles said. 

It distanced itself from the 
hardline Islamic Armed 


Five killed in Algiers mosque bomb 


ALGIERS (AFP) — five worshippers were killed and 
seven wounded when a bomb exploded inside an Algiers 
mosque during Friday prayers, the imam of fee mosque 
said. The bomb went off inside fee mosque in the Puits Des 
Zouaves district of the capital's Bouzareah sector, situated 
in the hills overlooking the city. It was the first attack 
inside a mosque since an Islamic insurgency flared in 
Algeria in 1992, when the military cancelled elections feat 
fee now-banned Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. A second bomb, planted in a nearby prayer room, 
was discovered in the nick of time and hurled outside the 
budding. There it went off, slightly injuring one person, 
witnesses said. Several dozen imams, appointed by 
Algeria's military-backed regime, have been murdered in 
attacks blamed on Islamic extremists over the years. But 
Friday's attack was the first bombing to occur inside a 
mosque. 


Group (GIA) in November 
1995 and has now aligned 
itself with a truce call made 
on Sept. 21 by fee armed 
wing of fee FIS, fee Islamic 
Salvation Army (AIS), led 
by Sheikh Madani Mezrag. 

Algerian, troops have dis- 
covered a mass grave con- 
taining at least 20 bodies 
during fee course of an 
ongoing campaign against 
an Islamist stronghold south 
of Algiers, a daily said 
Thursday. 

Men of the country's civil 
protection unit on Tuesday 
began recovering bodies 
from a deep well in fee 
OuJed Allel region, where 


troops have this month been 
carrying a major sweep to 
wipe out a base of the Armed 
Islamic Group GIA, the Al 
Khabar newspaper reported 
The land around the well 
was mined and military 
intervention forces have not 
ruled out the prospect of 
finding other mass graves at 
Ouled Allel village, where 
fee GIA has often held civil- 
ian hostages, the paper said 
In a rare move, the army 
has allowed journalists to 
observe its offensive against 
the highland stronghold of 
the hardline GIA at Ouled 
Allel, backed up by tanks 
arid helicopter gunships. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright apolo- 
gised after her spokesman 
leaked to journalists com- 
ments IsraeD President Ezer 
Weisman made to her last 
month, the president said 
Thursday. 

President Weizman told 
Ms. Albright during their 
meeting in Israel last month 
that she should “bang 
heads” together to get fee 
Middle East peace process 
back on track. 

The IsraeD president was 
outraged when State 
Department spokesman 
James P. Rubin told 
reporters that Mr. Weizman 
had made the comment. 

“I think it was indecent,” 
President Weizman told a 
news conference here fol- 


Ex-PM calls for French, 
German money for PNA 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
IsraeD prime minister 
Shimon Peres pleaded here 
Thursday for France and 
Germany . to provide eco- 
nomic aid to fee 
Palestinians immediately, 
saying they are in a very 
difficult financial situation. 

“President Jacques Chirac 
has announced he supports 
that completely,” Mr. Peres 
said after talks with the 
French head of state. 

“Economic cooperation 
can help,” said Mr. Peres, 
who heads a foundation 
bearing his name whose 
goal is to strengthen IsraeD- 
Palestmian economic coop- 
eration. 

“In spite of all fee prob- 
lems, we can say that all 
sides are seeking a poUtical 
solution." he said of fee 
resumption of IsraeD- 
Palestinian negotiations. 

“We don’t want any side 
to turn again to war or ter- 
rorism. That may be one of 
fee best things to come out 
of this compDcated situa- 
tion,” said fee former 


Labour Party leader who is 
in Paris on a private visit 
where he is to take part in a 
symposium. 

Mr. Peres said feat fee 
“true solution” to fee quag- 
mire in which Israel finds 
itself in southern Lebanon 
“is an agreement with the 
Syrians.” 

“The Syrians control the 
fate of fee Lebanese. It’s 
not something we like very 
much, but it’s the reality,’ 
he said. 

“The time has come to 
open negotiations with the 
Syrians and come to a set- 
tlement on fee problem of 
fee Golan and Lebanon,” fie 
added. “There is no alterna- 
tive. We have had five wars. 
Israel has won all of them 
miDtarily. None of them 
poDtically. I don't think that 
a sixth war will change 
feat” 

Syria is the dominant 
power in Lebanon, where 
the IsraeD military occupies 
a self-declared “security 
zone.” 


Parliament 
approves funds 
to defend Russian 
missile installation 


NICOSIA (AP) — The 
Cypriot parliament has 
approved the purchase of 
a second anti-aircraft sys- 
tem for fee country’s new 
air base, which Turkey 
has threatened to attack. 

The acting chairman of 
the parliamentary defence 
committee, Antonis 
Karas, told reporters 
Thursday that the com- 
mittee agreed to the pur- 
chase in response to 
Turkey’s threats to 
destroy Russian S-300 
missiles that are due to be 
delivered in August 1998. 

Mr. Karas decDned to 
elaborate. But informed 
sources said the govern- 
ment will now spend tens 
of millions of Cypriot 
pounds on French and 
Italian missiles designed 
to attack low-level air- 
craft. 

The new missiles are 
intended to enhance the 
defence of the base being 
built near the southwest- 
ern town of Paphos, 
whose principal arma- 
ment will the long-range 
Russian anti-aircraft mis- 
siles. 

Last month Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz said he had 
authorised fee Turkish 
Armed Forces to prevent 
the deployment of the 
Russian missiles, saying 
they posed a threat not 
only to the Turkish-occu- 
pied north of Cyprus, but 
to Turkey itself. 

Russia’s ambassador to 


Cyprus, Georgi Muradov, 
dismissed fee Turkish 
threat Thursday as "unre- 
alistic.’ 1 

"What does it mean if 
one country threatens to 
attack the ships of another 
country, especially of 
Russia. In international 
relations this amounts to 
war,” Mr. Muradov told a 
Cypriot television talk 
show. 

Cyprus has no combat 
aircraft itself. But under a 
joint defence pact with 
Greece, Greek warplanes 
will be allowed to use fee 
Paphos Base. 

Cyprus has been divided 
into a southern Greek- 
dominated south and a 
Turkish-occupied north 
since Turkey invaded the 
island in 1974 to protect 
fee Turkish Cypriot 
minority after a coup by 
supporters of union wife 
Greece. A breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot state in 
the north is recognised 
only by Turkey which 
maintains 35,000 troops 
there. 

President Glafcos 
Clerides, the Greek 
Cypriot leader, has 
repeatedly rejected the 
Turkish threats against 
fee Russian missiles. On 
Monday he told the U.N. 
General Assembly in New 
York that the missiles 
would be deployed unless 
Turkey accepts his pro- 
posals for fee demilitari- 
sation of the island. 



Bardot charged for, 

defaming Muslims 


lowing four days of meet- 
ings with fee U.S. leader- 
ship. 

“I think it is not done, 
when a secretary of state 
and a president of a state are 
having a talk, that someone 
leaks out things,” he said. 

President Weizman said 
Ms. Albright telephoned 
him to apologise for the 
blunder and the Israeli pres- 
ident had an opportunity to 
convey his annoyance over 
the affair to spokesman 
Rubin directly this week. 

“I told him yesterday: 
“Young Rubin, remember 
one thin g. I am a product of 
the Royal Air Force, and we 
were taught: He who hasn't 
done a mistake hasn't done 
anything. But don’t do the 
same mistake twice’,” 
President Weizman said. 


PARIS (AP) — A French 
appeals court fined Brigitte 
Bardot SI 600 for incitiiig 
racial hatred and ordered 
her to pay a symbolic 20 
cents Thursday to human 
rights groups feat sued her 
for criticising the Muslim 
slaughter of sheep, n* 
court overturned an earlier 
ruDng in favour of the 63- 
year-old former screen siren 
and animal rights cam- 
paigner on charges of 
defaming Muslims. Bardot 
was sued for her commen- 
tary- in the conservative 
daily Le Figaro in April 
1996, in which she blasted 
fee four-day Eid Al Adha 
spring festival, when many 
of France’s 3 million 
Muslims sacrifice a lamb. 
Bardot, who is married to a 
member of France’s anti- 
immigrant National Front 
Party, complained of “for- 
eign overpopulation,” say- 
ing the slaughter was “tor- 
ture, signs of the most atro- 
cious pagan sacrifices.” The 
Movement Against Racism 
and For Friendship of 
People said Thursday’s 
court ruling “honours jus- 
tice and dishonours die 
woman who was the sym- 
bol of a certain image of 
France.” She could have 
been given a maximum sen- 
tence of one year in prison 
and a fine of $60,000. 


Egyptian sculptor 
accused of using 
body parts 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
sculptor is facing charges 
for using human body parts 
in a statue submitted' for an 
art competition in Cairo, 
newspaper reports said. 
They said 27-year-old 
Ahmad Karaaly had con- 
fessed to buying human aim 
and leg bones from -a grave- 
digger for $9 and then com- 
bining ‘them wife bones 
from a cat and a sheep in a 
transparent polystyrene 
statue. “I wanted to make a 
statue representing fee fos- 
sils of ancient civilisation 
by combining the human 
and fee animal body id a 
creative way,” newspapers 
quoted Karaaly as saying. 
They said Karaaly had been 
charged with exhuming 
corpses and desecrating the 
dead. 


Maggie calls new 
British Airways 
lively ’ghastly’ 


BLACKPOOL (R) — 
Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
left no one in any doubt 
what she thought of the con- 
troversial new multi-colour 
Uvery which British 
Airways PLC has chosen to 
adorn fee tails of its jets. 
“It’s absolutely ghastly" 
said Thatcher before pro- 
ducing a handkerchief and 
covering fee tail of a model 
plane on the airline's stand 
at the Conservative Party 
annual conference. 

Thatcher, who privatised 
British Airways during her 
11-1/2 years in office* was 
appalled that fee airline had 
replaced the stylised red- 
white and blue British flags 
wife a collection of colour- 
ful “world images.” ■" 


Ten-year-old boy 
In pyjamas leads 
police on chase 
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FRIDLEY, Minn. (R) - 
Police who chased a pickup 
truck speeding up and down 
a street finally stopped u* 
vehicle to find that the dv 
ver was a 10 -year-old boy 
wearing “Lion King" pyP" 
mas. Sergeant 
Morrissey of fee city poh« 
department said the xnick, 
wife no Dghts on, eventual- 
ly headed up a high^ 
ramp travelling hi rf 
wrong direction after. W 
pursuing officers raituup“ 
the rear of the vehicle, 
ning it around. He was very 

cooperative," 
said. “He told the® . 
name, where he lived 
said that be had id®** 
aunt’s truck who 
babysitting him w*-* 
parents were out of 
a funeral.” 
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